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PLANNING FOR RAILWAY AND AIR STATIONS 


N appeal has been made by the Pedestrians’ Associa- 

tion that, in the contemplated replanning of our 
railway stations, the facilities for safe transit to and 
from these for pedestrians should receive adequate 
consideration. At present there are many cases where 
means of access are badly tangled up with vehicular 
traffic and conflict with it, leading to great confusion 
and danger. 

As regards London, the present movement towards 
linking up the daily traffic between the centre and the 
suburbs with the tube system will probably be con- 
tinued in the near future and will tend to divert an 
appreciable proportion of this from the terminal stations 
and thus reduce the proportion of pedestrians using the 
latter, though not to such an extent as would afford a 
complete solution of the problem which faces us not only 
in London but also in all the larger cities throughout this 
country and elsewhere. 


No general programme can be offered as there is a 
wide range in the existing arrangement of the railway 
stations in relation to the disposition, and in particular 
to the levels, of the roadways serving them ; sometimes 
these are approximately on the same level as the rail 
tracks, but more usually either above or below them, 
and in studying these various types we find illustrations 
affording hints as to what can be done in separating 
vehicular from pedestrian traffic, though few of them 
can be regarded as a perfect fulfilment of the programme 
on ideal lines, and in almost all cases the separation 
ends at the public roads surrounding the station, so 
that these have to be crossed by all the foot passengers 
to or from the trains. 

Probably the most extensive provision is made at 
Waterloo, where the rail tracks are over 20 ft. above 
the street level and footways are provided from all 
platforms at a level below the tracks communicating 
with the Waterloo-road, York-road and three tube 
lines. The access for vehicles is independent of this, 
except those taking parcels, which have a road bisecting 
the station at platform level. A minor defect is also 
that the route to the Waterloo “Junction” station 
crosses the high-level vehicular circuit, which, however, 
at this point has the advantage of being under cover. 


We can take as another example, that to a large extent 
meets the requirement of the pedestrian, New-street, 
Birmingham, where the rail tracks are well below the 
roadways on the north but level with’ those on the south, 
so that the main footway crosses all the platforms by a 
bridge ; the exits on three sides of the station are fairly 
distributed. Snow Hill Station in the same city is un- 
usually placed ; the rail is below the street level at the 
east end and above it on the west. This gives it ad- 





vantages in the approaches, which are, to a large extent, 
well utilised. 

Returning to London, Liverpool-street and King’s 
Cross may be regarded as the worst cases, both being 
surrounded by busy highways which have to be crossed 
by most foot passengers to reach their objectives and 
in returning. If these terminals are to remain in their 
present locations, very drastic replanning should take 
place, and the same course is, to a lesser extent, desirable 
in the case of several other terminals. It is, however, 
a question whether the better course would not be to 
transfer all short-distance traffic to through lines by 
using existing and additional tubes, limiting the number 
of terminals to those necessary to deal with long- 
distance traffic only. 

In renewing our main line stations the very efficiently 
and attractively designed ones for New York are de- 
serving of careful study, and the recent one at Montreal 
has some good features which might be worth taking 
note of. These embodied some definite changes of 
level that gave substantial advantages in the organisa- 
tion of traffic and the disentangling of the various 
classes of service that are demanded of them. The 
larger stations in this country have in so few cases 
been comprehensively remodelled and in so many are 
the result of a series of more or less provisional adapta- 
tions to increased demands, that a. reconsideration of 
their suitability to present-day standards is indubitably 
justified. 

In view of the rapid expansion of air travel that is 


taking place and a measure of similarity between the © 


demands of its terminals and those of other forms of 
transit, it may be well to add a few words on these. 
Most of the differences are obvious and the discussion 
of the various demands of the organisation as a whole 
are beyond the scope of a brief article such as this, 
But one of the special factors in an air terminal is that 
the landing runways have to be on a level plain clear of 
the group of buildings servicing the station and that 
the aeroplanes cannot be brought quite close to these. 
This factor, therefore, seems to indicate that subways 
should be provided through which passengers can pass 
in bad weather and as the outlets to these cannot be 
carried above the surface level, they should be provided 
with rising roofs capable of being operated after the 
plane has reached its final position. There are a 
number of possible alternatives in making such a 
provision, and it will be an interesting problem to 
decide what would be the most effective way of affording 
the same comfort to passengers by plane as those using 
other methods of transport ; this would be the easier to 
effect by reason of the fact that it is not usual for such 
passengers to be accompanied by heavy luggage. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Pencil Points. 

A CORRESPONDENT has received what is 
surely one of the most useful New Year 
presents imaginable: a box of pre-war 
pencils—all beautifully painted in that 
nice thick shining red paint with attrac- 
tive gilt lettering. It was a gift from a 
demobilised architect who, on looking 
through his office equipment, found two or 
three of these invaluable morale-raisers 
in his possession, untouched since 1940. 
so correspondent feels, and we with him, 
that a pre-war drawing pencil has a signi- 
ficant value. It is a symbol of those lush 
architectural days which seem now to be 
almost as distant as the days of hansom 
cabs and gentlemen’s chambers in Jermyn- 
street—architectural days which, we are 
so insistently told, are gone for ever 
o_o the es we will not believe !). 

ese -pencil days saw large country- 
house practices in being, great city banks 
built, competitions such as the Masonic 
building in Great Queen-street won and 
built, and countless other giant buildings 
erected, all symbolising the scholarship of 
British architects and their art. ose 
were the days when, even between the 
two wars, great practices were built up; 
days, in fact, of good living, stable living, 
where a small job, if well done, so often 
led _to bigger and better jobs. 

The shining pencil’s utilitarian brother 
stands as a symbol of something very dif- 
ferent indeed. It accompanies an exist- 
ence shed of all trimmings—at least from a 
‘ building point of view, for the trimmings 

are still around in other phases of life. 
For instance, a million pounds can be 
spent in war time on a film like ‘‘ Cesar 
and Cleopatra,’’ but building is a very 
different matter: spend over thirteen 
hundred pounds on a town house and a 
heavy fine is incurred. So our unpainted 
pencil stands for temporary huts, prefabri- 
cated houses and schools, war damage 
claims, and makeshift building generally. 
Give us back our painted pencils, and per- 
haps in the year ahead our luck will 
change! 

R.A. School of Architecture. 

Tue Royat AcapeMy is preparing to 

reopen its School of Architecture as a 


day school for ten advanced students who ¢ 


have taken a British University degree in 
architecture or have passed tke final 
examination of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. The Director of the 
School (as already announced) will be 
Professor A. E, Richardson, R.A., and 
the Master Mr. Marshall Sisson, The 
training will be for one year and will be 
‘gratuitous, and the students will compete 
each year for a Royal Academy Grand 
Prize of £300, and a second prize of £150 
presented by Lord Fairhaven. 

Qualified students who wish to take 
this advanced course, comprising an in- 
tensive study of civic architecture and the 
preparation of designs for buildings of 
national importance, should apply to the 
Secretary, Royal Academy of Arts, Picca- 
dilly, W.1, stating their age and qualifi- 
cations, and should send with their 
application a portfolio of studies and 
designs, on Wednesday, February 12. 
Selected candidates will be invited to an 
interview with the Director, 


R.1.B.A. News. 

Tue Prime Minister, the Right Hon. 
Clement Attlee, C.H., M.P., has accepted 
‘the invitation of the Council to be the 
‘principal guest and chief speaker at the 
‘first postswar Annual Dinner of the 
R.I.B.A. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
has also accepted the invitation of the 
Council to attend and to speak, The 
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dinner will be held in the Henry Florence 
Hall of the R.I.B.A. on Friday, March 21, 
at 7 for 7.30 p.m. 

‘The first Exhibition to be held at the 
R.I.B.A. in 1947 will be of Danish domes- 
tic design. This has been arranged in 
collaboration with the Arts Council of 
Great Britain, the Council of Industrial 
Design and the Society of Danish Handi- 
craft and Industrial Art. It is intended 
to show the way in whick a Dane of 
moderate means can furnish his home, and 
will therefore consist of furniture, 
textiles, table ware, kitchen equipment, 
toys, etc. All the items to be shown 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, February 3. 

RovaL_InstiTuTION oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS. 
Mr, 8. J. Worseley, D.S.0O., M.C., M.A., Princi- 
al of the College of Estate Management, on 
‘ Professional Education.” R.LC.S., 12, Great 
George-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 
THE Society oF ENGINEERS. —— Meeting, 
1947. Presidential Address by Mr. Victor 8. 
Wigmore, F.S.E., and presentation of premiums. 
The Geological Society, Burlington House, W.1. 

p.m. . 


Tuesday, February 4. 
Tue Hovsine CENTRE. Major G. M. Watt on 
“Solving the Immediate Housing Problems in 
Rural Areas.” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 


p.m. 
Wednesday, February 5. i 
Roya Institute oF British Arcuitects. Archi- 
tectural Science Board Lecture. Mr. Hope 
Bagenal, F.R.I.B.A., on “ Noise Abatement.” 
R.LB.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 
Thursday, February 6: 
Rovat Society or Arts. Half-day Conference 
on pees International Exhibition, 1951. 
R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 
ll_ a.m, 


Institution oF SrrucTURAL ENGINEERS. Mr. 
Maurice Lebrun on “‘ Thermic Drilling of Con- 
crete and- Stone.” 11, Upper Belgrave-street, 
London, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Town and Country PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Lunch-time meninn. Mr. R. H, Crossman, 

.A., M.P., on “ Local Government and_the 
New Towns Corporations,” 28, King-street, Lon- 
don, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 

Tue Auctioneers’ AND Estate AGents’ Institute. 
“The New Towns Act, 1946,” ‘by Mr. Michael 
E. Rowe, C.B.E., K.C. The _ Institute, 29, 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields, London, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

Friday, February 7. 

YorxKsHireE Federation OF BuiLDING TRADES 
Empiovers (in association with the Grimsby 
Association). Annual dinner, Grimsby. Speaker: 
Mr. Stanley Hearder, Director, National Federa- 
tion of Building: Trades Employers. 7 p.m. 

Roya. IvatitvTion oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
Junior Organisation). Annual Dance, Caxton 


all, Westminster, 8.W.1.. 7.30 p.m. 
Saturday, February 8. ’ 
EccresiowocicaL Society, Visit to St, 


Tre 
Philip’s and St. Dunstan’s Churches, Stepney. 
Meet at St. Philip’s Church, at rear of London 
Hospital. 2.30 -p.m. 
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are in peotention, and are new desi 
The Exhibition will be opened on Febru 
ary 21 and will close on March 15, 


Tite Prize and Soane Medallion, 1947. 
Tue Board of Architectural Education 
draw the attention of intending com 
petitors to the fact that the Preliminary 
Competition for the Tite Prize will be 
held in London and at centres in the 
provinces on Monday, March 31, next. 
The closing date for the submission of 
forms of application is February 14 next. 
In accordance with the new arrangements 
for the Soane Medallion competition only 
one en loge competition will be held. 
This will be held in London and at 
centres in the provinces on Tuesday, July 
22 next. The closing date for the sub- 
mission of forms of application is May 16 
next. Forms of application for admission 
to the competitions may be obtained at 
oe 66, Portland-place, London, 


Honorary M.Inst.C.E. 

H.R-H. Tae Princess ExizaBeTH was 
elected at the ordinary meeting on 
January 21 an Honorary Member of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. Her Royal 
Highness thus becomes: the first lady 
honorary member. Ladies have been con- 
sidered eligible for election to corporate 
membership under the Charters in view 
of the provisions of the Sex Disqualifica- 
tion (Removal) Act, 1919, and the first 
lady member was elected in 1927- At 
present there are three Corporate Mem- 
bers and four Students, of whom the 
third lady Corporate Member was elected 
and the fourth lady Student admitted on 
January 21 last. 

The Prince Consort was elected an 
Honorary Member of. the Institution in 
1843 and since 1865, when Edward Prince 
of Wales was elected an honorary member, 
the heir to the throne has graciously 
honoured the Institution by becoming an 
honorary member. Their late Majesties, 
King Edward VII and King George V, 
became patrons of the Institution on 
ascending the throne. . The King is the 
patron of the Institution at the present 
time and H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester 
is an honorary member. 


To Prepare Borough Plan. ° 

Mr. Freperick GisperD, F.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., is to be appointed town plan- 
ning consultant by the St. Pancras Borough 
Council for the preparation of a Borough 
Plan within the framework of the County 
of London Plan. 


Architect’s Appointment. 

Mr. Basi Spence, A.R.1.B.A., has been 
appointed designer for Olympia of the 
British Industries Fair, 1947. Last year 
Mr. Svence-was responsible for the design 
and layout of considerable portions of 
the ‘‘ Britain Can Make It ’ Exhibition. 


An Old Bristol House. 

One of Bristol’s old houses, 6, King- 
street, bélonging to the Corporation, and 
now restored (though once condemned), 
has been taken over as offices for~ the 
British Council and the Arts Council. 
King-street has been scheduled to be pre- 
served (in the city’s 50-year rebuildin 
plan) as it contains the Theatre Roy 
(the oldest in the country), several Jaco- 
bean and Elizabethan half-timbered build- 
ings and handsome Georgian structures 
besides two old groups of almshouses. No. 
6 becomes a suite of offices and a meeting 
place for foreign visitors. The exterior 
dates from 1700 and has a fine shell hood 
to the doorway, though the interior dates 
back another century, some progressive 
owner replacing the original gabled front 
with this early Georgian design. 
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The Bankside Power Station. 

THe City of London Electricity Com- 
pany’s plan to establish an £11,000,000 
extension to the Bankside Generating 
Station has been the subject of a public 
inquiry at Southwark Town Hall, called 
by the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, in which the L.C.C. and South- 
wark Council opposed the scheme. The 
L.C.C., as the planning authority for 
London, regards the inquiry as a test 
case to decide whether the replanning of 
London, and particularly the 50-year 
South Bank Scheme, shall have precedence 
over all other claims. The engineer for 
the project is Sir S. Leonard Pearce, and 
the architect Sir Giles Scott, O.M., R.A., 
who were associated in the design for 
Battersea Power Station. 


‘* Britain Can Make It.” 

Tue Britisher is never so happy that he 
cannot grumble! If this be true. then 
it may be assumed that his degree of happi- 
ness can be gauged by the tenor and volume 
of his grumblings, May we draw the 
obvious conclusions, then, from the re- 
marks passed by Mr. S. C. Leslie, Director 
of the Council of Industrial Design, at 
the post-mortem on the “ Britain Can 
Make It ’”’ Exhibition held in London re- 
cently? After giving a brief but compre- 
hensive and encouraging series of facts 
and figures about Britain’s first big post- 
war exhibition so far, Mr. Leslie, quoting 
a message from the owner of a furnishing 
and drapery business, said: ‘‘* The Ex- 
hibition has altered the attitude of the 
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6, KING-STREET, BRISTOL, now taken over by the British Council and the Arts 
Council (see Note). 


public in their buying. They grumble at 
the things they can get. We are finding the 
public much more discriminating in their 
buying during the last few months, and 
they are beginning to look to the future.’ ”” 
Thus, one of the major aims of the 
Council in organising the Exhibition was 
fulfilled : the man in the street is well on 
the way towards design consciousness. 

Much of the success of the Exhibition 
was due to the skill of the architects and 
artists associated with it. As Mr. Leslie 
pointed out, ‘‘ The technique of display- 
ing our goods has been one of the weakest 
aspects of British salesmanship. The 
designers and artists who created the set- 
ting of the ‘ Britain Can Make It’ Ex- 
hibition can be credited with making good 
this weakness in a single stride.” 


Appointments. 

Mr. W. W. Rarctirr, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
P.A.S.I., at present Deputy Engineer, 
has been appointed Westminster City 
Engineer, at a salary of £1,870 rising to 
£2,370. 

Mr. T. Noet Mrrcnett, B.Arch (Liver- 
pool), .A.R.I.B.A., has been appointed 
Education Architect to the County 
Borough of Middlesbrough. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. T. Pempertox, A.I.A.S., F.1.Q.S., corporate 
quantity surveyor, has opened a_ permanent 
office at 55. Darlington-street, Wolverhampton 
(tel. no. 23856), where he will be pleased to 
receive catalogues, etc. 

Mr. G. A. Hanscoms, P.A.S.1., A-I-Arb., has 
commenced in practice as a quantity surveyor 
at 100, Gloucester-place, Baker-street, London, 


THE BUILDER 


129 


4 


W.1, and at Waterloo House, 149, High-street, 
Epsom, Surrey, and will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 

_M’sor L. O, Woopwarp, T.D. (late R.E.), pre- 
viously practising at Bridgeway House, Ham- 
mersmith, has accepted the appointment of 
Architect to the West Riding of Yorkshire 
Territorial Auxiliary Forces Association and 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues at 
9, St. Leonard’s, York. 


IMPERIAL WAR MEMORIAL 


In the House of Lords on Wednesday, 
January 22, Lorp CHatrretp asked the 
Government whether they had given con- 
sideration to the desirability of erecting 
an imperial war memoria! in London, to 
honour all who died in the two wars for 
freedom, and to commemorate the spirit 
in which the peoples of the British Com- 
monwealth and Empire went to war, and 
the cause for which they stood; and 
whether they would take steps to ascer- 
tain the feelings of the British Common- 
wealth and Empire on this matter. In 
February, 1945, it was stated there was 
no feeling in the country for such a 
memorial, and this feeling would not 
arise unless a lead was given by the 
Government. He understood that nothing 
would be done by the Government unless 
and until public opinion. expressed itself, 
but as he felt something ought to be done 
he was moving this motion. He did not 
think the country would feel the rededica- 
tion of the Cenotaph was sufficient to ex- 
press to posterity the magnitude of our 
effort in the second world war and the 
spirit in which we had fought. If pub- 
licity could be obtained, they could _per- 
haps ascertain the general view of the 
public upon the subject. He could not 
doubt what that view would be. Then, 
if the response was favourable, perhaps 
the Government could set up a committee 
to consider ways and means and the type 
of memorial best suited to the purpose. 

Lorp CHeErwope, supporting Lord 
Chatfield’s proposal, suggested some part 
of the new embankment proposed for the 
south bank of the Thames should be a 
national and imperial memorial. 

Viscount Hatt, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, said that the Government 
were grateful to Lord Chatfield for initia- 
ting this debate, as the subject was one of 
great national interest. He was anxious 
to assure the House that the Government 
shared to the full those sentiments and 
feelings which had been expressed in the 
debate. While he regretted that it was 
impossible to accept the motion, he 
assured his noble friends that the Gov- 
ernment would give careful consideration 
to the points raised. 


From The Builder of 1847 


Saturday, January 30, 1847, 

Testrmonrat TO Mr, J. B. PaPpwortTH.— 
We mentioned a short time since that some 
of Mr. Papworth’s professional friends had 
subscribed to present to that entleman @ 
tribute of their esteem upon his retiring 
from practice. The testimonial took the 
shape of a silver inkstand. ,. . 

After the presentation, by Professor 
Cockerell, had been made, Mr. Papworth, 
almost in tears, expressed his high appre- 
ciation of the kindness which had _ been 
offered him—the bright ray of sunshine in 
which they had allowed his professional 
life to end. . . . The inkstand was thus 
inscribed :— 

To John Buonarotti_ Papworth, Esq., 
M.1.B.A., Architect_ to -M. the King of 
Wurtemburg, first Director of the Government 
Schools of Design in England. etc., this testi- 
monial is presented by a few professional 
friends. upon his retiring from practice, as a 
tribute of their respect and esteem for his 
talents as a distinguished Architect and for 
his worth as a Man.—January, 1847. 
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WORCESTER 


A CIVIC SURVEY 
REVIEWED BY Dr. H. V. LANCHESTER 


THE Worcester City Council in 
November, 1943, commissioned 
the Commerce Department of the 
University of Birmingham to under- 
take an economic and social survey, 
of the city and its surroundings in 
order to provide the necessary, data for 
reconstruction. With this objective, 
Janet Glaisyer, T. Brennan, 
Ritchie and P. Sargant Florence took 
the work in hand, and the results have 
now been published under the title of 
“County Town.’* The terms of refer- 
ence included an analysis of popula- 
tion and employment, the relative im- 
portance of industrial and commercial 
activities, housing, educational, social, 
and recreational facilities, and such 
other conditions which will have to be 
considered by the Council and its 
Reconstruction Committee in assessing 
Worcester’s future requirements. It 
was also suggested that lines of deve- 
lopment appéaring to contribute to the 





*“County Town: A Civic Survey for the 
Planning of Worcester.” 
Albemarle-street, London. 


1946. John Murray, 
21s. net. 
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future welfare of the city might be 
included. 
The authors claim that they have 
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striven not to lose the local colour and 
heve left this as little unchanged as 
possible, supporting this view by the 
maps and illustrations included in the 
report. At the head of all the 12 
chapters on the various aspects of the 
subject is a brief summary of the argu- 
ments in each case, and as space would 
not permit of our entering into all the 
details in the comprehensive way they 
are dealt with, we shall, to a large ex- 
tent, limit the review to these indica- 
tigns. 

The purpose of this Civic Survey 
is to provide data upon which an 
integrated plan can be built up for the 
redevelopment of Worcester as a 
county town having close relations 
with the surrounding countryside, and 
therefore at the outset to decide on the 
basic area subject to its influence. A 
preliminary to regional planning is to 
define the regions, each of which will 
probably, have distinctive character- 
istics. The Worcester region does not 
include the whole county, not extend- 
ing to the northern and eastern port- 
tions, but stretching westward over 
a part of Herefordshire. This defini- 
tion gives the city an important func- 
tion in serving a wide area around it, 
demanding that it cannot be dealt with 
in isolation from this area. 

The next step is the investigation of 
the physical basis from which an area 
such as this is derived. Any differences 
between it and the geographically 
natural region are due to economic 
and technical progress, particularly in 
communications. The natural area is 
an undulating plain partially framed 
by, hills and drained by the River 
Severn and its tributaries; the city i: 
the normal focal point integrating the 
two halves east and west of the Severn 
where land above flood-level ap 
proaches close to the river on both 
banks. 

Worcester still owes its importance 
to its position as an administrative 
and agricultural centre, and thes 
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functions have not been submerged by 
industrial activities as is the case in 
other Midland towns; consequently the 
population has been relatively station- 
ary, and no large increase is antici- 
pated; in this it follows the general 
trend of the country, based on statis- 
tics showing a probable diminution 
rather than an increase in population. 
There are, however, several well- 
established industries in the city 
which help to support its position as 
a regional centre and give it a fairly, 
balanced economy, The metal group 
has been growing fast in recent years, 
and the manufacture of clothing (in- 
cluding gloves), food and tobacco is 
also important. 

The transport problems of Worcester 
are measured by statistical data, and 
divided into four types, “‘ through,” 
“regional,” “internal,” and “ indus- 
trial,”? a subdivision making possible 
certain practical solutions of the prob- 
lems involved. By the aid of dia- 
grammatic maps the road and rail 
traffic and transport is analysed; a 
notable feature is the volume of daily 
road traffic between the Malverns and 
Worcester. The bus service between 
Birmingham and Malvern passing 
through Worcester operates 50 return 
journeys per day. Before the war 
336,000 tons of ¢argo per annum came 
up the River Severn to Worcester, two- 
thirds of this being petrol; the tonnage 
in the other direction was trifling. 

The influence of a central town over 
its surrounding agricultural country- 
side is a factor of wide import to the 
national future. The exodus from the 
land can be largely attributed to the 
lack of special services and social 
amenities; the solution is to improve 
these provisions and also the facilities 
for access to the dominant town as an 
absorbent of labour, a marketing and 
distribution centre, and for social, 
professional and educational services. 

The measures needed for rehousing 
involved the classification of existing 
houses under a series of standards 
defining those in immediate need of 
replacement and those to be dealt with 
later, mainly poor-class buildings of 
the nineteenth century, in the subse- 
quent stages. During the war the 
gross influx of people has been nearly 
11,000, about 20 per cent. of the pre- 
vious population, so that even with 
some recent evacuation there remains 
a substantial amount of overcrowding 
and a demand for improved accommo- 
dation. Apart from this, health and 
amenity require the provision of 
better services to the homés and for 
supplementing the present efficient 
hospitals by health centres, clinics, 
and more accommodation for matern- 
ity services and for old people. 

The facilities for retail supplies need 
overhaul. The central area has the 
usual overcrowded shopping streets 
where trade and traffic are in conflict: 
both would gain by the establishment 
of a well-designed shopping centre, 
while the outer areas would be helped 
by, a considered plan for subsidiary, 
centres providing the supplies in daily 
demand; a series of plans indicates 
what is required for this purpose. Re- 
cent national legislation requires each 
bcal education authority to draw up a 
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development plan for the reorganisa- 
tion of schools providing for higher 
standards of secondary education, and 
for continuing this with technical and 
cultural facilities for those over school- 
leaving age; the report, therefore, 
includes an investigation into the 
whereabouts of the homes*and schools 
in each district of the city, and makes 
practical recommendations as _ to 
specific sites for schools, giving an 
area within a quarter of a mile from 
each school on a background map of 
the school population with a com- 
plementary one showing the probable 
length of journeys for the various types 
of student. The need for extended 
technical education is made manifest. 


Official plans for general zoning 
have hitherto paid most attention to 
the segregation of land for housing, 
commerce and manufacturing. Such 
segregation is certainly, important in 
cultivating amenities and avoiding 
nuisances, but it is here considered 
that it is accessibility rather than 
segregation which requires pioneer 
study. The cost and time spent in get- 
ting from home to work, shops, 
schools, clinics, parks and entertain- 
ments may be regarded as not just a 
matter of transport facilities but of 
spacial relations; these have in- 
fluenced decisions in the previous 
aspects of the report, bearing in mind 


the probable relative frequency of 
journeys and the capacity of those 
having to undertake them. 

The Worcester Archeological Society 
has given a list of the existing build- 
ings especiaJly, deserving of preserva- 
tion, and this has been adopted in the 
report, many of them being illustrated. 
It is hardly necessary to emphasise 
this aspect in retaining the interesting 
character of the city as a whole, and 
this is also considered in the summary 
that concludes the report on the 
general measures indicated as a. suit- 
able outcome from the studies forming 
the substance of this publication. 


OBITUARY 


Henry Tanner, F.R.1.B.A. 

We record with regret the death of Mr. 
Henry Tanner, F.R.I.B.A., on January 22 
at the age of 70. The son of the late Sir 
Henry Tanner, the Chief Architect to the 
Office of Works, he was born on June 26, 
1876, and edutated at the Merchant 
Taylors’ School. He received his architec- 
tural training in the Royal Academy 
Schools, where he won a_ travelling 
studentship, and at the Architectural 
Association, of which he later was elected 
president. His chief work was in connec- 
tion with the rebuilding of Regent-street, 
where he designed many of the large shop 
and office blocks, including Dickens and 
Jones, Jay’s, and Parr’s Bank. He also 
designed Oceanic House, . Pall Mall, the 
Bank of New Zealand, Moorgate, Water- 
loo House, Haymarket, and was joint 
architect of the Strand Palace and Regent 
Palace hotels. He published ‘‘ English 
Interior Woodwork ’’ and, in collabora- 
tion with Mr. H. I. Triggs, “‘ Some Works 
of Inigo Jones.” 











THE BUILDER 





Gatekeeper’s Lodge and First-aid Post. 


BUILDING TRADES TRAINING CENTRE, KIDBROOKE ~ 
DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT, M.O.W. 


A NEW GOVERNMENT BUILDING TRADES TRAINING CENTRE 
at Kidbrooke was opened by the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Labour on November 5 last. 
This is the first to be completed, and is typical of a 
new series of permanent centres being built, by the 
Ministry of Works, although emergency centres have 
been in operation for some time. These centres are 
designed for the training of building craftsmen. 
Srre.—The site, rectangular in shape, some 8} acres 
in area, has a wide frontage to Rochester-way. It is 


on a southern slope and has a slight fall from front 
to back. One side is bounded ‘by an L.C.C. estate and 
the other by the R.A.F. Station, Kidbrooke. 
PianntnG.—Circulation is such that all training 
shops have ready access to a wide road whose entrance 
is to Rochester-way; ‘this leads past a main works 
compound to an extensive concreted training area and 
thence back to the main entrance. There is a separate 
entrance from Rochester-way to the canteen and 
welfare block so that this way may be used when the 





Canteen and Welfare Building, showing Dining-hall, Main Entrancs and Grassed Forecourt, seen from Rochester-way. 
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Services.—A central boiler-house 
distribution with condensate return employing unit 
heaters, fresh-air inlet, and recirculating types for the 
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The bricklayers’ and carpenters’ 
buildings, well lit. The wood machinists’ shop is well 
equipped with modern woodworking machinery. Part 
of the plumbers’ shop contains a second storey so that 
trainees may meet conditions similar to those of a 
normal house. The painters’ shop is partly divided 
into cubicles to allow of_a variety of internal and ex- 
ternal ireatments to be taught. 
makes provision for storing raw materials and finished 
products, It also includes a garage, plant-store, and 






































Open Training Area, showing Trainees at Work on Roofing 
Exercise. 
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main training shops are closed. The welfare, lecture 
and administrative blocks are grouped around a rect- 
angular grass court facing Rochester-way. 
to the main entrance is the gatekeeper’s lodge and 
clocking station. Provision has been made for car- 
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shops are airy 


The works compound 
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The Lecture Block. 


through a 
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low-pressure 
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Extract ventilation is provided in the 


Administration Building, looking towards Main Entrance. 
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kitchen and plumbers’ shop. All dust 
in the woodworking machinery shop 
is mechanically extracted. 


_ Lighting is generally pendant drop- 
lighting, but in some of the lecture- 
rooms fluorescent lighting has been 
installed. The flow of surface-water 
drainage is carefully measured and 
recorded. 
‘Construction.—Construction is of 
@ permanent nature, and some con- 
sideration has been given in the 
design to the possibility that at some 
future date the buildings may be used 
for normal factory purposes. In 
general, the shops consist of a steel 
frame, 11l-in. hollow brick walls, and 
trusses covered with R.P.M. sheeting. 


Patent glazing is used extensively 
in the roofs; this is in aluminidm and 
is also used for vertical glazing. The 
under side of roof sheeting is lined 
with a fibre-board carried on metal 
angles and held with clips. The roofs 
to administration, lecture and welfare 
blocks are constructed of Ruberoid 
steel deck on light-steel trusses lined 
on the under side with fibre-board. 
The standard steel windows are set in 
reconstructed stone frames. 

The roofs over kitchen, gatekeeper’s 
office and similar ancillary buildings 
are hollow tiles plastered on the under 
side. Glazed metal partitions have 
been used in the administration block. 
Generally, the use of timber has been 
avoided or reduced to a minimum. 

ELEVATIONAL TREATMENT.—R us tic 
Fletton bricks have been used through- 
out for the main training shops. Red 
sand-faced bricks are used for welfare, 
lecture and administration blocks, The 
walls are finished with parapets in 
cast stone. Special attention has been 
given .to the entrances, where . blue 
glazed _ tiles:. have » been ..used... A 
turquoise-green colour scheme has been 
adopted throughout. 

INTERNALLY.—The floor finishing to 
all training shops is granolithic, and 
throughout a light colour scheme has 
been adopted. The floors to adminis- 
tration, lecture and welfare blocks are 
in pitchmastic with a quarry tiled 
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entrance to administration building. 
The floor to the kitchen is in quarry 
tiles. The colour scheme generally is 
in pastel shades of cream, buff and 
pink, with radiators and other ele- 
ments picked out in orange. 


CANTEEN AND WELFARE Biock.—This 
has been designed in collaboration 
with the National Hostels Corporation 
and has a capacity of 500 meals. The 
kitchen is equipped to a high standard 
of modern efficiency with refrigeration 
and ample storage. The dining-room 
is equipped with a stage so that it 
may be used for social occasions. There 
is in addition a common room, reading 
and writing room, games room, to- 
gether with a tea-bar and staff dining- 
room. 


Tammeen—Tretien: iy seats. fee Above: Material and Store Compound, showing Timber Store and 3-ton 


604 trainees, and includes the foliow- saa 
ing trades : bricklayers, slaters, tilers, Lifting Tackle. Below : Games Room and Tea-bar. 


masons, carpenters, joiners, piumbers. 
painters, with other miscellaneous 
trades such as coach-builders. The 
courses cover a period of six months, 
and the learners have an opportunity 
of taking part in actual building opera- 
tions. Advanced workers construct 
windows and standard joinery to be 
incorporated in actual building. The 
work was started in July of 1945, and 
completed in September, 1946. The 
general contractors were Messrs. Kent 
& Sussex (Contractors), Ltd., of Erith. 
The sub-contractors were. :— 


Steelwork, Aston Construction Co. ; 
pitched roofing, Robertson’s Protected 
Metal Co. ; flat roofing, Ruberoid Co. ; 
metal, doors and windows, Henry 
Hope; patent glazing, Williams & 
Williams; steel partitions, Roneo; 
hollow-tile roofing, Caxton Floors, 
Ltd.; reconstructed stone, Emerson & 
Norris; heating installation, Norris 


Warming Co.; ventilation equipment, 
Supervents, Ltd.; electrical installa- 
tion, J. Clark; and boilers, Davey 
Paxman. 
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“LITTLE GABLES”’ 


WOOD-STREET GREEN, 
GUILDFORD, SURREY 


SIR GUY DAWBER, 


WILSON AND FOX, 
ARCHITECTS 


Above : The North Front, showing trades- 
men’s entrance lobby. 


Left : Garden Front, irom the East. 
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The Parlour, looking into Dining-room. Below : Plans. 


THIS ATTRACTIVE SMALL HOUSE WAS BUILT 
before the war, at Wood-street Green, near Guild- 
ford, on part of an old orchard adjoining a common. 
A low-built cottage gable treatment was desired by 
the clients, with one large living-room arranged for 
meals at one end, with the staircase leading out of 
it at the other end, and the casement doors at the 
back opening on to a brick-paved terrace. There isa 
pond on part of the site, and the approach to the 
house is by means of a track across the common, all 


DINING 
ROOM 


c.. 


of which—with the client’s requirements—were 
considered in the planning. 

The walls are cavity brick, covered with cream- 
coloured stucco with a tarred plinth, and the roof is 
in old sand-faced multi-coloured tiles. The windows 
are iron casements in wood frames, with the entrance 
door in oak. The living-room is panelled in oak, 
with oak flooring in various widths, and the staircase 
also is in oak, The plastering thfoughout is sand~ 
faced self-coloured, without any distempering. 
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BOX ROOM UNLER- ROOF - 





FIRST FLOORPLAN . 





“LITTLE GABLES,’’ WOOD-STREET GREEN. 


SiR GUY DAWBER, WILSON & FOX, ARCHITECTS 
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HOUSING PROGRAMME FOR 1947 some priority for new houses in the dis- 
be uA these ogg building 
: : +a} Materials and components. e priority 
SUMMARY OF, WHITE PAPER has been made in. extending the total Tisttipution scheme, introduced in Apri 
4 Wuite Paper on the Housing Pre- ary work of local authorities; in expaud- ast, has worked well within its known 
me for 1947,*° presented to Parlia jing the total labour force and securing limitations, but a means of strengthening 
ment on Tuesday by as ee the employment of a reasonable pro- ae over distribution is being 
Health (Mr. Aneurin Bevan) an © portion on the building of new per- SUsAt. | eM AY 
Seretary of State for Scotland (Mr. Sao houses; and gl et A el Tae TraeeR Srrvation.—As_ regards 
Joseph Westwood), sets out “an esti- the industries engaged on the produc- S°ft-wood timber, this country is depen- 
mite of the total amount of work on tion of materials and components. By ¢nt almost entirely on imports from 
the construction of new houses which the end of December tenders had been abroad. Before the war the yearly 
the Government consider it reasonable approved for about 96 per cent. of the M™ports into this country averaged 
to expect the building industry to carry local authorities in the country, and the ee mes 
out during: the year.” This 1947 pro- population of their districts was ap- Pea tiny Fae idly “hcg agp roa 
gramme is as follows: proximately 99 per gent. of the total Borie countries. A Keay Guia. Oo 































Permanent houses to be completéd by population of the country. ae ee “ge ; 
the end of the year ................. 1+. 240,000 *“In the light of this progress it is war <n pt = bows S00, 00e stan 
Permanent houses still under construction now practicable to make an estimate of gii4; were imported. No calietintial 
at end Of YeaTr .............secseesserrereseees 200,000 the number of houses which it is reason- mp saggy ee ~ ae 
Permanent houses in contract but not able to expect may be completed in q n es u 1 om e 
yet under construction at end of year 100,000 4949 5» above sources of supply other: than 
Sweden and Finland. Canada provided 






With 60,000 temporary houses due to “The White Paper sets out in detail all peat te tS : p 
he completed during the year, this the facts and estimates on which the eaphany gSoae 5 Reape Sel bey Ceara 
amounts to a total of 300,000 houses in programme is based. Points include: arrange for any increased phe nage 
1947 : and with y IO) Snialied in sats. Lisoue, Force.—While housing is the j947.~ PP 

to a total o ouses completett jargest of the priority construction jobs, Ty a 
under the post-war programme by the there are other priority services, such tions pies Then, eebome skauae 











— < as schools and a in the develop- peen decided that the amount of soft- 

“Specified Assumptions.” ment areas, electricity, sewerage, £23 wood for the typical house should be 

The White Paper states that this pro- and water schemes. Housing itself im- reduced from a maximum of 2.0 
e White Paper states tit nssucap, cludes not only the building of new standards to 1.6 standards. 

er tn toe es eee ,,. houses but the repair of war damage to “Despite the attempts to secure in- 






tions as to the supply of labour, mate- houses, and other repairs to, and main- creased j it is li 
rials and components, which must be tenance of, houses. The Government during Penning Se Pad p scecapech ya 
the main governing factors. These nolicy in 194 has been to assign a serious shortage of soft-wood for house- 
assumptions are drawn from known joughly 60 per cent. over-all of the building and for all other purposes, but 
facts on progress made during 1946, and jahour resources of the building indus- every effort is being made to obtain 
from the best estimates that can be try to housing, and it is their intention additional sources of supply during 
made at the present stage; but these can ¢hat approximataely this division of re- 1947, including supplies from Germany. 
be tested only by the course of events sources should remain in 1947. It is The extent to which this shortage can 
during the year. Monthly progress re- estimated that about half the labour re- be remedied during the year is at present 
ports, in full detail, will continue to be sources available for all housing pur- uncertain. If, in ‘fact, a quate 
presented ito Parliament through ‘the poses canbe assigned in 1947 to the con- supplies cannot be obtained, the number 
Housing Return. ana ‘struction of new permanent houses, and of houses which could be completed 

“‘In particular the rate of building - that the average number of men avail- during the year by the building industry 
will be reduced if it proves impractic- able for permanent housing wil! be will necessarily be reduced. It is not 
able to obtain increased imports of soft- 300,000. Taking all factors into account. proposed, however, at the present time 
wood timber. It has not been thought the Government think it reasonable tc to limit’ the total housing programme 
right, however, to lower the estimate on estimate that this building force will be because of uncertainty as to this single 
account of uncertainty in regard to a sufficient to complete 240,000 permanent factor, but rather to make the maximum 
single factor. Instead, the biggest houses during the year. efforts to obtain supplies of this material 
possible efforts will continue to be made = Marerrars aND Components, — During required for the programme.” 
_to obtain the supplies of soft-wood Te- 1946, while the manufacturing indus- Mak 
quired for the programme. tries have been in course of reconstruc- Make-up of Programme. 

For the continuous and orderly de- tion and transition from war to peace. The distribution of the total of 240,000 
velopment of the programme, provision delay in the completion of houses has Permanent houses might be as follows :— 






























must be made not only for houses to be been caused by the shortage on the sites England 

completed during 1947 but also for con- of various components and materials. and 

tracts to ~ let ben — to — o Frodaeis bea, however. been stepped 4. sis: 5na1 houses ae Wales. Scotland. Total. 

houses to be completed during . up substantially during 1946 and produc- “ryan yaar “ps . 

is considered that by the end of 1947 tion in 1947 has been planned to cope {Ocal authorities |... 115,000 12,000 125,000 

the cumulative total number of per- ‘not only with the construction of new ~ jocal authorities ...... “55,000 10,000 65,000 

manent houses in tenders approved and houses for 1947 (and also for 1948) but Rebuilding of war- 

licences issued should be approximately also with the requirements for other destroyed houses «..... 15,000 — 15,000 
Other houses ............... 35,000 2,000 %,000 





600,009. _ Of these, it is estimated that housing services and fox. services other 
about 300,000 should have been com- than housing and for the refilling of the The division of the total number of 
pleted - (almost 60,000 in 1946 and 240,000 pipeline to a satisfactory level. Thére houses between the various parts of the 
in 1947), 200,000 will be under construc- are a few special items where the mar- programme must, however, be left 
tion and 100,000 will be in tenders gin of supplies may be narrow. The flexible. Full information as to the 
approved or licences issued but not yet particular items in this category are now actual course will appear in the monthly 
under construction. soil pipes, solid” fuel stoves, electrical reports during 1947. 

The White Paper adds that the equipment, baths and plumbing mate- te 
Government maintain their view that rials. In the closing months of 1946 the Examination of New Proposals in 1947. 
the greatest present need is for houses monthly production of these items in- During the last 18 months a great 
for letting at reasonable rents to the creased markedly as compared with the housing drive has been stimulated 
families in greatest need. In the light production during the third quarter. | among the local authorities, and experi- 
of the existing commitments by way of Production during 1947 is dependent ence has shown that the local govern- 
tenders and licences a broad division on many uncertain factors, pesticalarty ment machine has been turning out 


of the total of 240,000 houses might be: on the supply of fuel for production and proposals at a rate more rapid than the 
current supplies of building labour, 
























Local authorities .............0+.0+1 . 190,000 transport, the recruitment of further , 
War-destroyed houses (by local authori- labour and the possibility of finding al- materials and components have been 
ties or private builders) .................- 000 ternatives for certain of the searcer taw able to handle with s) . The commit- 






Private builders under licence and others 3,000 materials, some of which, such as soft- ments entered into by the approval of 

In view of the number of houses for wood, lead and linseed oil, are scarce tenders and the issue of licences already 
which tenders have already been ap- throughout the whole world. Only cover rather more houses than it is 
proved or licences issued, both the num- events can show whether the estimated a can be completed by the end of 


ber and local distribution of new output will be secured, but if the esti- i 
approvals during 1947 will have to be mates are achieved the supplies should Jt will be necessary to regulate the flow 
carefully controlled, in order’ to avoid be adequate to meet the needs of the f new proposals for tenders and licences 
the spread of labour and materials over housing programme. In order to obtain during 1947, particularly in the early part 
too many houses at one time and in the best possible results a number of Of the year, so as to keep the total and 
order to ensure a speedier completion. additional steps are being taken. ‘fo local allocations of houses within the 
At the beginning of 1946, states the secure increased output from existing reasonable capacity of the available 
White Paper, no sufficient experience firms, mechanisation is being encour- building resources. New proposals for 
had been gained to justify the Govern- aged. Production in alternative mate- jl pepe y Faw cnagend LA a 
ment .in publishing a programme. rials has been arranged. Standardisa therefore, in relation. to the number of 


During 1946, however, much progress tion on a narrow range of types and 
* Gmd. 7024, iM. Stationery Office, Kings- dimensicns is continuing. houses already approved and under con- 
way, W.C.2, price 2d., post free 3d. There will still be the need to enforce (Concluded on page ‘145.) 
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NEW TOWNS 


PROBLEMS OF DESIGN AND 
ORGANISATION 


A COMPREHENSIVE review of the difficul- 
ties and problems which the development 
of New Towns would present to architects, 
rc and designers was given 

rofessor W. G. Holford, B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., at the Royal ‘Institute of 
British Architects on Tuesday, January 28. 
Professor Holford was delivering a paper 
on ‘‘ New Towns: Problems of Design 
and Organisation,’ and we take the fol- 
lowing extracts from his remarks :— 

Tue New Towns Act is clear, wide and 
positive in its intention; to what end will 
its copious powers be used? Looking into 
the near future, the interesting possibility 
emerges of a new relationship between the 
designers—whether architects, engineers, 
landscape architects or technical special- 
ists—and the clients, as represented by 
the Corporations and local authorities, 
their administrative staffs, and the towns- 
men generally. During the centuries 
Britain has evolved settlements of many 
kinds in the countryside; what conditions 
will make these New Towns an outstand- 
ing contribution to that long tradition of 
social building? 

The twin targets of town and country 
planning that challenge us now are the 
rebuilding of the inner parts of our older 
and our war-damaged towns, and the de- 
velopment of new growth outside. The 
former is by far the greater and more in- 
tractable problem of the two. Some means 
have been given to planning authorities 
since 1944 to deal with it, and more are 
on the way in the Bill that comes up for 
debate this week; but in the technical 
field at any rate few of them have taken 
its true measure. 

The position has been studied suffici- 
ently, however, to enable us to guess at 
the size and nature of that outward move- 
ment -which, whether it is planned or 
fortuitous, will move thousands of 
families away from the congestion of the 
big urban centres. , 

So the Greater London Plan has fixed 
a target, and its figure of slightly over one 
and a quarter million people as the ulti- 
mate addition to the 1938 population out- 
side the Suburban Ring in new and ex- 
panded towns and the so-called quasi- 
satellites, looks like becoming part of 
accepted Government policy. If that is so, 
and if the implications of this policy are 
accepted and carried out by the planning 
authorities, it marks already a tremendous 
change from pre-war mentality. It is sig- 
nificant that, only recently, in the case 
of seven West London boroughs, the 
authorities themselves met to suggest the 
setting up of a New Town, on the ground 
that some 20,000 families would still be 
in search of a home when the housing 
capacity of their areas had been fully 
developed. 

The social basis of our present New 
Towns is to be found, therefore, in. the 
part they can play in receiving families 
decentralised from the big concentrations, 
while these urban centres are themselves 
being redeveloped. 

Civic design, like any other planning 
operation, is not brought to life solely by 
the occasion; there has to be the impulse 


—in other words, the will and the ability 
—to make use of the occasion to produce 
something valuable and enduring. 

New towns may owe their origin to 
any one or more of a number of causes; 


but whatever their origin, provided 
always that they are shaped by a con- 
scious effort of will, the results are archi- 
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tecture. By architecture I mean the 
skilled expression of @ social fact in terms 
of buildings, landscape and utilities—a de- 
sign crystallising an idea. 

It is so often said nowadays that social 
experiments should not be dominated by 
architectural conceptions; as if architec- 
ture and society were forces of the same 
kind that could somehow come into flat 
gare The history of new towns in 
all ages illustrates the fusion in varying 
degrees of what I have called ‘‘ occasion ”’ 
and ‘‘ impulse.’ 

The supreme task of the designers of 
our New Towns is for them to combine 
domestic and public programmes and give 
them a more lasting significance. A town 


‘that is a complete entity, and that has a 


compact centre, its own industry and a 
variety of green spaces and residential 
neighbourhoods, has a chance to achieve 
such a result. A town that is designed 
and built well within the compass of one 
generation has an even better chance. 


The Universal Basis of New Town Plans. 

The broad principles are very much the 
same all over the world. There is the 
same attempt everywhere to define the 
maximum population, or at least the 
maximum limits of spread, in relation to 
the surrounding country; there is the 
same range of residential type, from small 
single, semi-detached and terrace houses 
to blocks of maisonettes or flats; there is 
the same care to provide opportunities for 
industrial, agricultural and service em- 
ployment within easy reach of a large 
proportion of the inhabitants—both men 
and women; there is the same careful plac- 
ing of schools and public buildings with 
their attendant open spaces; in a word, 
there is the same general concept of the 
residential neighbourhood. 

I cannot myself see any practical ad- 
vantage in running down this basic. idea, 
on the ground that it is petty and insuffici- 
ent, or that it is merely a new way of 
creating dormitories, or segregating 
cranks, or that it is unnecessary to build 
new towns as well as adding to those 
which history has rape! given us. Quite 
apart from occasions such as the present, 
when population movements demand 
them as one of the ways of attaining a 
more rational pattern of town and 


country, the impulse towards the creation 
of new forms and fabrics of living is one 
of the oldest, and can be one of the 
noblest, of human activities. 


National and Local Interests. 

Objections there are bound to be. De- 
mands for national planning have been 
insistent during the last few years; but 
this instance of it, namely, the selection 
of sites on a basis of national require- 
ments, taking pregedence as it does over 
local considerations, is looked on by those 
directly affected as a form of despotism. 
The first Section of the New Towns Bill, 
which deals with the designation of sites, 
does, in fact, place the responsibility 
firmiy on the Minister, but he in turn is 
acting on the public behalf and has to 
account to Parliament. 

The national decisions, then, are with- 
out question taken by the Minister; the 
regional ones—by. which 1 mean the case 
for particular sites within the region—by 
the Minister and the planning authorities 
in consultation. The responsibility for the 
development of the town itself is placed 
on a Corporation, acting with and on be- 
half of a local authority which takes over 
progressively all its assets. Jf you read 
the Bill through you will notice that the 
Minister has to exist in a state of con- 
stant satisfaction over the activities of 
these his progeny. No matter what 
general. directions he gives, he and 
his Department cannot draw up each local 
programme to suit local conditions, nor 
can they design each town. Those two 
jobs. belong jointly to the Corporation 
and the local authority; the initial execu- 
tion principally to the latter. 

That brings me to the core of the argu- 
ment; under what conditions can these 
functions most successfully be carried out? 


The New Patronage. 

Sidney Smith once quoted Lord Thurlow 
as saying, ‘“‘ Did you ever expect a cor- 

oration to have a conscience; when it 

as no soul to be damned, and no body to 
be kicked ?”’ 

This matter of conscience is critical, it 
seems to me, in the make-up of the New 
Towns Corporations, even though they 
are working on behalf of those who, as citi- 
zens of. the new towns, do not exist for 
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the most part; and even though in ten or 
fiteen years they themselves will cease to 
«ist as a Development Corporation and 
arn into a local authority. Conscience is 
specially needed in the exercise of two 
fanctions in particular; that of drawing 
up a planning programme which is, in 
diect, a rational speeding-up of an other- 
vise slow and precemeal process of local 
gowth, and that of setting terms of refer- 
ence for the technicians. Right at the 
start there is a technique of administra- 
tion and there is a technique of design; 
and both have to be acquired rapidly. 
For the relationship between the commit- 
tee of clients and the team of designers is 
a most important one. The other func- 
tions, those of execution and management, 
call rather for drive and efficiency, and 
for these there is plenty of business ex- 
perience to go by. But the machine should 
not move at full speed until the course 
and the controls have been set; and it is 
precisely in the adjustment of the design 
control that I suggest our touch is least 
certain. The art of commissioning work 
from scientists is being, by force of cir- 
cumstance, revived; the art of commis- 
sioning work from artists is sadly in 
need of revival. 

The primary difficulty is that no com- 
mittee can design a building or lay out a 
topographica! plan or sketch a perspective. 
In the New Towns, moreover, there will 
be at the start two committees—the local 
council and the Corporation. There is in 
most cases an overlap of personnel, and 
eventually the one will merge into the 
other. But initially a method of close 
consultation has to be worked out. 

Now designing calls for a special com- 


bination of humility and greatness, if it_ 


is to be any degree remarkable. The 
architect, in particular, has to be humble 
in his approach to a building problem ; the 
larger the scale the more dependent his 
osition. Once on his own ground, with 
fis programme settled, he can be greatly 
daring. And there is much to be. daring 
about; not only matters of construction 
and engineering, but also layout and 
grouping, landscape treatment, services 
and equipment, materials, form and colour. 

To a far greater degree than the musi- 
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cian ,or painter the architect is lost with- 
out a client; and he is also lost when he 
is out of touch with his client. This is 
not simply a question of patronage and 
of someone to foot the bill; it is a neces- 
sary condition of work. He cannot design 
successfully for an infinite space, though 
he can deal ingeniously with a cramped 
one; nor can he meet requirements that 
are indeterminate. Some points in the 
client relationship must be fixed, and it 
makes a considerable difference to the re- 
sulting product what those points are. 

The position to-day is usually very dif- 
ferent from that of the past. Instead ot 
one owner, building for himself and his 
descendants, there may be a committee 
or council, frequently changing in its 
composition, ; responsible to- electors on 
the one hand and to Government Depart- 
ments on the other, as vocal as any eco- 
nomist on the subject of its quantitative 
requirements, but cnriously uncertain 
what it wants in terms of quality and 
design. For clients of this description— 
and they are increasing as private patrons 
decline in number and wealth—a designer 
has to work under rather different condi- 
tions. 


Corporations as Clients. 

So it is interesting to consider the New 
Towns Corporations as clients and to see 
whereabouts they stand in this table of 
consanguinity. They are, of course, 
bodies corporate with powers to hold and 
dispose of land, provide services, build, 
carry on businesses, and do most things 
that a local authority can do except 
borrow money otherwise than allowed for 
in the Act. 

Because of the limited period and the 
urgency of development, they must in the 
early stages build on their own initiative, 
though with an eye to the benefit of those 
who come after. They will commission 
buildings directly and enter into building 
agreements with private developers; they 
will thus control design and appearance 
through covenants in leases; most import- 
ant of all, they will be contributing capital 
with a view to a gradual and not neces- 
sarily immediate return. In all these 
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matters they resemble the great landlords 
of the past. 

Tnese three aspects of the character of 
the New Towns Corporations, taken to- 
gether, suggest that we have in them the 
contemporary version of the perfect 
atron. For they are able to take the 
ong view, they are bound to define their 
programme clearly (both for the Minister’s 
benefit and that of the local authorities 
and the public), they can afford good tech- 
nical advice, and best of all in these days 
oi paper planning, they are appointed for 
a main purpose of getting on with the 
job. 

On the other hand, the job itself, both 
in extent, and speed of execution, is 
greater than most people realise; the 
material and economic difficulties are 
formidable, and the number of different 
requirements that have to be met is almost 
legion. So a great deal depends on the 
relations between the policy makers and 
the administrative and technical officers, 
and on the internal organisation of the 
staff itself. 

The pattern of organisation that seems 
likely to emerge for most of the New 
Towns is something like this. 1 must as- 
sume a common framework so as to show 
how the responsibility for design fits into 
it. But there will, of course, be varia- 
tions as between town and town, and 
in any case it is a matter entirely for the 
Corporations to decide. But there must 
clearly be a sphere of policy-making at 
the top, which covers a whole number of 
personal relationships as _ well — for 
example, with the local authorities, the 
departmental offices, and the chief officers 
of the Corporation. 

There must also be a central link be- 
tween the Board and the office, in the 
shape of a chief executive officer or direc- 
tor or a general manager, who will need 
to have expert legal advice at his right 
hand. 

At this point the organisation must 
spread fairly widely, in order to cover a 
number of different activities which can 
be broadly grouped again under the twin 
functions of technique and administration. 
The former will include financial, estate 
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and welfare management, legal and public 
relations, and establishments; the latter 
all the technical operations from town 
planning and layout, through architecture 
and civil engineering to detailed subjects 
such as horticulture and heating systems. 
All these technical and administrative 
functions and requirements have to be 
gathered together in the process of actual 
construction, which will involve contracts 
and supervision, labour relations, plant, 
material, transport and maintenance. 
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It is often the case in large comcerns 
that the most constant and fruitful 
emanation of constructive ideas comes 
from what I might call the upper-middle 
section of the drawing office; that is to 
ye from architects and engineers and 
others who have had enough experience to 
be familiar with their technique, and are 
yet young snangh to enjoy invention :and 
experiment and to be looking towards 
To-morrow rather than To-day. 

This is the quarter in which the tech- 
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A diagrammatic pattern of a New Town Organisation. 


‘The fusion of programme and design, 
which is the creative task of physical 
building, can only take place at the centre 
of the circle, as a result of innumerable 
imitatives and reactions on the part of 
the responsible officers. This is no idle 
figure of speech, nor is it a formal one. 
If any of the technical officers ignore the 
demands of the programme or fail to test 
out their designs—on a factual rather than 
an esthetic basis—with their opposite 
numbers on the management side, their 
work will be useless, however ideal it may 
be in conception. Equally, if the officers 
concerned with finance, administration or 
management fail to draw up clearly the 
conditions and requirements for the build- 
ing pro; me, or having done so impose 
their own ideas of tests or convention on 
the designers, the result will be mediocrity 
or worse. 


Conditions of Success. 

The real issue, it seems to me, in getting 

ood design is to know how to use the 
Scsigners at every stage of the procedure. 
They will have to do a lot of listening and 
considerable asking of questions before 
they are in a position to do preliminary 
sketch layouts, then detailed layouts, then 
small-scale plans of buildings, then con- 
tract drawings and quantities: But having 
reached any stage at which imagination 
and imitative skill can usefully be turned 
on to a problem, the — should be 
given a free hand. The difficulty is that 
in a complex job of this character they 
cannot be given a free hand for very long 
at atime. So it is all the more important 
that when the opportunity arrives they 
should be enabled to make the most of it; 
for every visible item, and many invisible 
ones, from a theatre to a lighting standard 
and a power station to an expansion joint 
in a heating pipe, are contributory fac- 
tors to the amenity of the town as a whole. 


nical side of the New Towns Organisa- 
tion needs to be really strong; and this 
is the point at which the maximum free- 
dom from the compromises inseparable 
from planning should be maintained. It 
it inevitable that the heads of sections 
and departments, the chief architects and 


engineers, and the chief technical officers 


also, if such are appointed, should spend 
a far greater proportion of their time in 
negotiation and the organising of work. 
They have to co-ordinate designs not only 
of similar categories, but of different types 
and scales to fit a growing plan; and they 
have to explain to the client what the 
capacity and limitations of a course of 
action may be in terms of three dimen- 
sions, amenity and convenience. 


The whole course of operation, from 
designation onwards, is governed by the 
constant interactions of programme on de- 
sign, and design on programme. For 
example, as soon as the general location 
of a new town is determined a preliminary 
plan of block development, based on over- 
all density figures, has to be worked out. 
In making this calculation the planner is 
bound to be influenced by the particular 
qualities and opportunities of the site, 
and in order to make the most of these 
he will suggest the acquisition of more flat 
land for factories or a wooded park for a. 
school, or even the omission of a large 
area which could not economically 
drained or supplied with water. All this 
goes down on paper; and it is then the 
turn of the administrative side to consult 
the parties affected, and to decide whether 
and at what cost (not only money cost) 
these ideas can be put .into practice. 


Stages in Planning. 

Thus a stage is reached; but it is hardly 
ever tidily completed. The planner wiil 
not, even at this early stage, receive a 
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definite programme. There will be condi 
tions attached, and some decisions will bi 
dependent on the Ministry of Health o 
Transport or Agriculture, or the Catch 
ment Board or a supply undertaking 
They on their side will regard the develop 
ment simply as a small part of a wide 
programme for which they are.responsible 
and they will all -have to be convince: 
that any new~ proposal which deviate 
from accepted policy or creates th 
slightest trouble for them is not onl; 
practicable but worth while. So thi 
planner (who is now possibly more thai 
a single person and is reinforced on th 
civil engineering side) has to talk over wit! 
a large number of other technicians an 
administrators in order to advance th 
programme to the stage when he can maki 
even the most provisional master plan. 


The plan for Stevenage, which wa 
taken through these stages by the Ministr) 
of Town and Country Planning in advan 
of the setting up of the Advisory Com 
mittee and Corporation, shows hardly any 
thing which the layman would even ye! 

_ call design. There are no groups of house: 

or suggestions for the height and shape 
of the civic centre, or the exact position 
of the shops. But already this master 
plan represents nine months of negotia- 
tions, discussions and settlements of prin- 
ciple. It is now a basis for design— 
nothing more; and one of its greatest 
virtues is its flexibility within certain 
fixed limits. 

The main designing job is yet to be 
done, and the time taken to settle even 
the most essential preliminaries is a mea- 
sure of the enormous task of execution. 
I cannot help feeling that that task is 
underrated by the public generally. 


Obviously, quality is vital. The country 
needs architecture in its widest sense; 
something to live for as well as to live 
in, and this can only be achieved in a 
time of material scarcity by brain power 
and technique and a far-sighted deter- 
mination to maintain high standards in 
the New Towns. After all, they will be 
more than urban settlements; they will 
be in a real sense a memorial of the years 
we have spent in a very different kind of 
effort. ; 


“THE FORGOTTEN FACTOR” 


A CORRESPONDENT writes : ‘‘ Among the 
welter of plays now being performed in 
London, the production at the West- 
minster Theatre called ‘The Forgotten 
Factor,’ which was seen by many archi- 
tects and builders last week, is outstand- 
ing for its sincerity of purpose and for its 
welcome lack of the time-worn theatrical 
pyrotechnics. Moral rearmament—to so 
many just. another lost cause from Oxford 
—is here applied to the settling of an in- 
dustrial dispute (and no one can say~that 
‘the play’s appearance has not been beauti- 
fully timed!), and by masters and men 
getting together and talking the thing 
over, with equality of status and complete 
honesty of intention, the problem is solved. 
A simple theme : many would aver that it 

_approaches the naive, and also that it 
sounds like very bad business; but the 
penetrating idealism of the play cannot be 
denied. ‘the acting is very good, infused 
with the special motive force given to 
people when they are doing something in 
which they sincerely believe. The Play, 
being rather less than the average length, 
is preceded by a series of slightly em- 
barrassing ‘turns.’ However, with such 
food for thought to follow, even these fall 
well back into their proper _. A 
diverting play, excellently acted, and (as 
the critics have it) it should be seen by 
all.’ G 
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THE NATIONAL 


FEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS 


69th ANNUAL REPORT 


sie 69th annual report of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers was presented to the annual 
meeting held yesterday, January 30, at 
the Connaught Rooms. 

In a general review it is stated :— 

On the whole the year 1946 must be re- 
corded as having disappointed many of 
the expectations which were current 
when the year began. The _ various 
material and psychological bottlenecks 
which then existed could at that time be 
to some extent explained; some of them 
were indeed unavoidable only a few 
months after the end of the war. But the 
restrictive effects of the shortages in 
basic materials such as coal, steel and 
timber have become progressively more 
and more apparent during the year and 
production in all industries has suffered 
in consequence. Quite apart from actual 
shortages, there is no doubt that un- 
certainty as to the supply of materials has 
been one of the chief obstacles to produc- 
tion in the building industry. This un- 
certainty has greatly hampered both the 
Government's general campaign for 
greater output and also the new joint pro- 
duction machinery established by the 
building industry itself. There is little 
evidence, up to the present, that the over- 
all rate of production has been appreci- 
ably raised. In view of the general eco- 
nomic position of the country this is 
clearly unsatisfactory. It is of first im- 
portance that the deliveries of materials 
should become more certain, that there 
should be real efficiency in the organisa- 
tion of the work and that the operatives 


should give the utmost possible output. - - 


SUPPLY OF LABOUR AND MATERIALS.—One 
of the more gratifying developments since 
the end of the war has been the speed 
with which the labour force of the build- 
ing industry has been built up from the 
record low figure of May, 1945. Between 
mid-1939' and mid-1945 building and civil 
engineering lost together 588, workers. 
In the 16 months to the end of October, 
1946, there was an increase of 528,000. The 
total number of workers in the two indus- 
tries at that date was 1,250,000, which was 
% per cent. of the pre-war total and re- 
presents an increase of 73 per cent. over 
the mid-1945 figure. This may be com- 
eK with increases since mid-1945 of 
0 per cent. in industry generfilly and of 
per cent. in the industries supplying 
the home and export markets—i.e., ex- 
cluding the manufacture of equipment 
and supplies for the Forces. It is perhaps 
too much to expect that after such an up- 
heaval the new labour force should be 
properly balanced either as between the 
various occupations in the industry or as 
between the different age-groups, and for 
that reason comparisons of output per 
man-hour in 1939 and 1946 are liable to 
be misleading. It will take several years 
to re-establish the correct balance in 
order to avoid uneconomic use of labour, 
and local and regional committees should 
do all that lies in their power both to 
encourage a large number of new entrants 
and to secure a balanced entry into the 
different crafts. 

The major bottleneck facing the in- 
dustry at the end of 1946 is the shortage 
oi materials rather than the shortage of 
labour. The materials position is serious 
and the outlook for 1947 is not promising. 

oe = other matters which have had 
the Federation’s attention during the 
year are :— : 

The Transport Bill. 

Since the second reading of this Bill, 
the Federation, in conjunction with the 
Federation of Civil Engineering Contrac- 
tors, has taken steps with a view to ob- 
taining relief for the “B” and “C” 
licensed vehicles used by builders and 
civil engineering contractors from the 
provisions of Clause 56 of the Bill. Both 
Federations have submitted requests to 
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the Minister of Transport that the exemp- 
tion from this clause already granted 
under the Bill to vehicles carrying liquids 
in bulk, meat and livestock should be ex- 
tended to cover vehicles used otherwise 
than for hire or rewardinconnection with 
the building and civil engineering con- 
tracting industries. These requests are 
supported by arguments showing the 
anticipated adverse effect upon produc- 
tion in these industries of the 40-mile 
limitation. 

BuiLpine (Sarety, HEALTH AND WELFARE) 
Cope oF ReGuLaTions.—The Federation 
Committee which dealt with the prelim- 
inary draft of the proposed new Code last 
year was charged by the Council with 
the task of examining the new draft and 
recommending what, if any, objections 
to it should be lodged. Though the De- 
partment had by no means met all the 
objections which the Federation had 
raised to specific Regulations in the pre- 
liminary draft, it had done so in some 
instances, with the result that the new 
draft a while still forming a 
formidable code which will put heavy re- 
sponsibilities on all building trade em- 
ployers, are in several respects less oner- 
ous than the Code originally proposed. 


Housing. 

The vast majority of the 48,276 perma- 
nent houses completed up to the end of 
November, 1946, have been constructed by 
building employers either under con- 
tracts with local authorities or privately. 
26,970, or 55.9 per cent., were built by the 
private enterprise builder. Of the total 
number of 195,727 permanent houses 
under construction at the same date, 
43,543, or 22 per cent., were being built 
by the same agency. Throughout the 
year representations have been made to 
the Minister that his discrimination 
against the private enterprise builder was 
unfair, not only to the builder, but to 
those in need of new homes. But these 
representations have so far been unavail- 
ing except for two concessions—i.e., local 
authorities were empowered to increase 
the amount of a licence (a) in respect of 
houses for which contracts had been en- 
tered into before the wage increase in 
February, 1946, was announced; and (b) 
in cases where it could be shown that the 
cost of land and development was un- 
avoidably in excess of the normal. 

Following a decision of the Council 
“that a spore. or house-builders’ com- 
mittee be established by the Federation 
for the purpose of safeguarding the in- 
terests of "housebuilder members,” an 
ad hoc. committee was set up to consider 
the formation of the permanent com- 
mittee. As a result, theypermanent com- 
mittee, including a representative from 
each of the Regional Federations, was 
appointed by the Council in September 
and, under its Chairman, Mr. John Laing, 
has been active in consideration of the 
steps which can wisely be taken in pre- 
sent circumstances to relieve the private 
housebuilder of the many handicaps 
under which he labours. A Council 
memorandum has been prepared and 
transmitted to the Minister of Health 
who, it is hoped, will shortly receive a 
deputation from the Federation to discuss 
the points raised. The major recommen- 
dations contained in the Memorandum 
were :— 
(a) The £1,200-£1,300 limits are too low 
in regard to the estimated rise in cost 
since these figures were fixed, and should 
be increased ; 

(b) The present limits of size should 
be more elastic to allow for both smaller 
and larger houses; 

(c) As a long-term policy householders 
should be given an opportunity to buy 
their own houses, if they so desire; and 

(d) Subject to suitable safeguards, 
housebuilding by private persons whether 
for sale or letting, should attract the same 
subsidy as that now paid for municipal 
houses. 


Relations with Operatives. 


The Council has throughout borne in 
mind the overriding importance of re- 
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moving those war-time conditions which 
reacted against the efficient use of labour 
and fostering conditions which were more 
likely to yield good results. It was for 
that reason that the Heads of Agreement, 
of December 11, 1945 (which accompanied 
the general wage increase of 4d. per hour) 
pledged the trades unions in this industry 
to a series of joint efforts on these lines. 

A National Joint Production Council 
has been set up, with Regional Joint 
Committees, in which the operatives’ 
organisation is fully committed to joint 
endeavours to smooth out difficulties and 
to encourage greater output in every pos- 
sible way. One of the activities under 
that Council has been the question 
whether a workable system of payment 
by results could be devised. Some pro- 
= has been made and a report is 

eing made to the Production Council in 
January. 

In the background of all these major 
endeavours to secure, stage by stage, a 
favourable basis for carrying-on building 
operations in the post-war circumstances 
has been the danger of a tendency to out- 
bid for labour. While it is generally 
appreciated that such a process would 
result in disorganisation and chaotic 
labour conditions and would, moreover, 
give an impetus to inflation, some indi- 
vidual employers (or groups of em- 
ployers) are liable to regard their own 
immediate interests as superior to the 
long-term interests of the industry as a 
whole. To some extent the danger has 
been lessened by the very large, though 
gradual, increase in the numbers of 
skilled workers becoming available on 
demobilisation; on the other hand, it has 
been accentuated by the big demand for 
such workers on the arrears of mainten- 
ance repairs and renovations. The re- 
sulting continuance of the labour short- 
age has been reflected in an increase in 
the number of disputes which the in- 
dustrial joint machinery has had to co 
with in recent months and also, no doubt, 
in some of the numerous applications re- 
ceived from the trades unions for consti- 
ee amendment of the Working 

ules. 


Committee on Incentives. 


The Committee on Incentives, consist- 
ing of four representatives each of*the 
Federation and of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Operatives, was 
set up by the National Joint Production 
Council for the Building Industry to 
consider “‘ whether it is practicable to 
devise such a workable system of pay- 
ment by results as would lead to a further 
reduction in building costs.” The Com- 
mittee has heard evidence from a number 
of building firms, considering certain. 
schemes of incentives operated in foreign 
countries and. has_ discussed’ with 
Ministry of Works representatives the ex- 
perience gained from the operation of the 
official payment by results schedules in- 
troduced under the Essential Work Order 
during the war. Less direct systems of 
incentives, such as profit sharing and 
grading of labour, have also been con- 
sidered, and the Committee have ‘ex- 
amined a memorandum submitted by the 
N.F.B.T.O., on behalf of their affiliated 
trades unions, in which the considera- 
tions upon which the policy of the unions 
in relation to systems of payment other 
than that of a plain time rate were clearly 
set out. 

ComMITTEE OF Revrew.—As part of the 
Production Organisation, it was decided 
to set up a Committee of Review which 
(according to the Heads of Agreement of 
December 11, 1945) would, among other 
things, be responsible for reviewing pro- 
gress at regular intervals and would pub- 
lish its reports. The Committee consists 
of Messrs. H. B. Kerr, W. E. Fishburn 
and Sir George Burt (National Federa- 
tion); Messrs. J. W. Stephenson, Bruce 
Sandercock and Luke Fawcett 
(N.F.B.T.O.); while Mr. D. N. Chester 
(Economist, Nuffield College, Oxford), 
Mr. George Woodcock (Economist, bid 
and Mr. C. T. Every (quantity surveyor 
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have been appointed as the three inde- 
mdent members. The Committee has 
eld a number of meetings under the 
chairmanship of Mr. D. N. Chester, but 
has not, so far, issued any report. 


Board of Building Education. 

After careful consideration of the 
on question of training young men 
or the higher posts in the industry, and 
in particular of the recommendation 
made by the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council that the industry 
should institute a system of student 
apprenticeship under which young men 
who have completed senior full-time 
courses in building at. technical schools or 
universities could enter the industry 
under written agreements, providing 
opportunities for gaining works and field 
experience, the Federation’s Education 
and Training Committee came to the con- 
clusion that the educational side of this 
matter should be dealt with by the Insti- 
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Building Costs and Labour Production 


To rue Epitor or The Builder. 

Sim,—From a careful] analysis of the cost 
of building a small dwelling house to-day 
it is found that the increase in cost is 
103.92 per cent. above March, 1939, or 
2.0392 times as much. From this it 
follows that a house costing £1,200 to-day 
would have cost £588.46 pre-war, but its 
rental to-day will be 2.0392 times the 
rental of 1939. 

It is interesting to see how to-day’s 
wages meet this increase in building and 
rentals, and for this purpose the wages 
of the workers actually engaged on house 
construction will be examined. In 1939 
the wage per hour for a craftsman was 
1s. 9d., and a labourer 1s. 3$d., the average 
being 1s. 63d. To-day a craftsman’s wage 
is 2s. 7$d., and a labourer’s 2s. 1jd., the 
average being 2s. 4gd., an increase of 
54.42 per cent. In addition to the wage 
rates, holidays with pay, and certain other 
factors, due to some 14 different trades 
being engaged on the construction of a 
house, the average percenjage increase of 
the combined trades is 58.40 above 1939. 
The worker, therefore, is receiving 1.584 
times as much pay as he did in 1939 with 
which to meet a rental 2.039 times as much 
as it was costing in the pre-war period. 

The rental having risen beyond the figure 
which the worker can afford, the cost of 
the building itself must be reduced to meet 
the wages earned, or the house which cost 
£588.46 pre-war must now not cost more 
than £932.22, a reduction of £267.78, or 
22.315 per cent. This reduction can only 
be achieved by reducing the time in build- 
ing and the costs of materials and labour 
by this percentage, that is, by increased 
labour production. 

The present high cost being due to the 
-worker himself, it is to his own advantage 
he should realise the price he is paying 
for the luxury of under production and 
decreased output. Increases in pay or 
shorter hours, without a corresponding 
increase in production, aggravate the 
trouble and merely result in the worker 
paying for his own increases. Failing 
increased production, decrease in wages 
is the alternative, and should this come 
about the debt already incurred will 
remain, and will become an increasing lia- 
bility with every fall in wages. 

Correspondence has recently appeared in 
the daily Press in which figures have been 
quoted between the limits of 250 and 2,500 
as the number of bricks laid in one day. 
If it is generously assumed that 400 bricks 


' per day is the present output, in order to 
place the cost of building on an economical the very important fact that the men who 
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tute of Builders in close collaboration 
with the Federation. Subsequently the 
Institute of Builders was approached on 
the matter and a joint sub-committee was 
appointed and submitted a draft outline 
constitution of such a Board of Building 
Education for consideration by the two 
organisations. This draft outline, with 
certain’ minor amendments recommended 
by the Education and Training Com- 
mittee, has been approved in principle by 
the Federation’s Council, and the Federa- 
tion members on the joint sub-committee 
have been authorised to continue the dis- 
cussions with a view to the formulation 
of a completed scheme for the constitu- 
tion of the Board for submission to the 
Federation and the Institute for further 
consideration. 

The report, which is published from 82, 
New Cavendish-street, is a record of con- 
structive work on behalf of the industry 
of which the Federation may justly feel 


‘FORUM 


basis for the worker, an increase of 28.75 
per cent., or a further 115 bricks per day, 
will be necessary, together with the equiva- 
lent in other trades engaged in building 
and production of materials. 

Surely it is worth this effort on the 
part of the worker in order to keep his 
self respect and his head above water? 

Joun Hottyer Hitt, 
A.M. Inst.C.E. 
Bushey, Herts. 


Increased Production: A Scheme 
that Worked 


To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—The recent correspondence on the 
subject of stimulating output is all very 
interesting, but in my _ opinion the 
methods proposed are far too complicated. 
I would like to place before you the main 
outline of a bonus scheme which has 
actually proved workable. 

This particular scheme was operated by 
‘a firm, which shall be nameless, on a hous- 
ing scheme following the 1914-18 war, the 
main point being that the employer and 
the operatives came to an agreement on 
basic rates to be paid for each section 
of the work to be carried out. From the 
commencement of the scheme absenteeism 
practically ceased! 2 

Apart from supervision by the very 
competent clerk of works, the general 
foreman or other representative of the em- 
ployer checked the week’s output of each 
emplovee working under the scheme on 
each Thursday. Normally, the men drew 
their ordinary wage on Friday, and the 
bonus, being the difference between the 
hourly total and the agreed rates, was 
paid on Saturday. If a particular sec- 
tion of work was not completed in any 
one week, the measuring or checking 
would take place the following week. The 
main point is, however, that the operative 
received his bonus within a few days of 
his earning it. 

This scheme, I can assure you, was very 
successful, both from the employer’s and 
the employees’ point of view. 

A man who was ready to do his ut- 
most collected a really substantial bonus 
each week, while a worker who did not 
feel inclined to pull quite as much weight 
earned provortionately less. The natural 
slacker either got his cards, or ‘‘‘ bucked 
his ideas up ’’—generally the latter. 

Of course, this method of encouraging 
production may not appeal to some em- 
ployers, but for simplicity I feel that it 
is hard to beat, especially as it allows for 
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earn a bonus do not have to wait long 

for it. Ricarp C. Lockyer, 
(Carpenter on the job described, 

Deal, Kent. now Clerk of Works). 


Welfire Conditions —Build' ng Sites 


For some time past the London 
Regional Joint Committee has been 
concerned at the increasing number of 
complaints in respect of the methods of 
operation of the Welfare Clauses set out 
in Rule 8 of the Working Rule Agree- 
ment. In particular, sufficient importance 
has not been attached to sanitary accom- 
modation. 

It should be clearly understood that the 
Factories Act and the Ministry of Labour 
lay down minimum standards in these 
matters which must be strictly observed. 

Sanirary AccomMmopation.—On jobs 
which are likely to last over a per‘od of 
months a direct connection with sewers 
should be made at the earliest opportunity 
as an essential welfare condition. The fact 
that the job is of short duration does not 
remove this obligation, but where this is 
not practicable, sanitary conven‘ences of 
the trench or bucket type, as set out in 
Appendix 1 of the Factory Form 1892 
should be applied. 

As a guide, tlie number of conveniences 
should be not less than one for every 25 
persons ; they should be kept clean ; should 
be under cover; should be conveniently 
accessible and with internal partitions o1 
other arrangements for privacy; and the 
approaches should be reasonably hard 
during the wettest weather. 

It should be the responsibility of. the 
person in charge of the site to see that 
these conveniences are maintained in a 
clean condition and not left to be a 
nuisance. 

Appendix 1 of the Factory Form 18% 
is set out below in full for information. 


APPENDIX 1: Sanrrary ConvVeNIENcES or TRENCH 
or Bucket Type. 


(1) Trench Type: 
(a) Trenches not less than 6 ft. deep and 3 ft. 
wide. Sides vertical and, where necessary, re 


vetted. 
(b) Not less than 2 ft. of trench to be taken 
as the equivalent of one sanitary, convenience. 
(c) A flyproof superstructure for the seating, 
haere vertical sides and ends, but a sloping 


ack. 

(d) Seat openings with self-c!osing lids. 

(e) Under each seat onvening a shield to de- 
flect urine into the middle of the trench. 

(f) A covering of chloride of lime to be placed 
in the trench each morning and evening on 
each day the trench is used. 

(ag) When any trench become filled te: within 
3 ft. of its top, it should be.forthwith covered 
with oiled sacking and filled in with earth. 


Bucket Type: 

(a) Seats with self-closing lids. 

(b) Buckets to be thoroughly cleaned with 
24 per cent. cresol solution as soon as emptied. 
_ then smeared inside and outside with crude 
oil. ; ‘ | 
_(c) Contents of buckets to be disposed of] 
either by incineration or into an otway pit or 
by removal by a contractor. i 

(d) A supply of dry earth or chloride of lime 
and scoops to be readily available for use by 


» each person. j 


Wasuinc Facrurtres.—Wash‘ng facili 
ties are all important and must be con 
sidered as such. They should be under 
cover and should be provided at the early 
stages of the job. Buckets of water are 
not deemed to be adequate to meet the 
requirements of the Factory Act unless 
provided for this purpose only. Soap, 
towels and nail trushes must be pro- 
vided for those trades covered by the lead 
regulations. 

Faciuities FOR DryInG CLoTHES.— 
Separate accommodation must be provided 
for this purpose, suitable and sufficient for 
the needs of the men on the job, aod must 
be under proper supervis‘on and control. 
a left to dry are at the owner’s 
risk. 
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THE HOUSING SITUATION 


MR. COPPOCK’S VIEWS 

Sreakinc at the Housing Centre on 
January 21, ; Corrock, General 
Secretary of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, gave his views 
on the housing situation. We had had, he 
said, a fairly successful year last year, but 
we had thrown our plans too widely. ‘The 
assumption had been made that every local 
authority could get on with the building 
of houses. Private enterprise, in the 
main, was building houses for the public 
organisations. But we spread our net too 
far. The assumption that the materials 
would be available had been too optimistic, 
“Some of us,” said Mr. Coppock, ‘ had 
warned the country about this.’ 

It was found that the building industry 
had, during the war, been denuded, not of 
craftsmen in the first place, but of skilled 
labourers. It was also found that the 
economic position of skilled building 
labourers was only a little better than that 
of the men who swept our streets. In the 
rovinces they were getting only a very 
fttle more in wages than the agricultural 
labourers. The result was that they 
turned to the organisations and occupa- 
tions which were keeping their manpower. 
The skilled building labourer was a man of 
great adaptability. He could sling a scaf- 
fold, rig a hoist, he knew how to lift, he 
was universally required, he was ambi- 
dextrous. The industry had had to re- 
duce the number of its craftsmen. The 
result of all this was that the wrong men 
were coming into the industry. _ 

Coming to the materials position, Mr. 
Coppock said: ‘‘I am satisfied that we 


shall never get the production of houses 
we desire until we have about 5 to 10 per 
cent. more material available per day than 
we require that day for the employment 
in the gang. I am a bricklayer by trade, 


and I remember seeing 500 bricks on the 
job and being told that there would not 
be any more dumped on that job that 
week. The result was that we left some 
on the job at the end of the week. If the 
material is not there, then the fear of 
anemployment arises in the minds of the 

: The present rate of supply of 
bricks to the industry was 3,000 to 4,000 
million bricks per annum. That would 
not build more R sol 200,000 houses a year. 

““We have got to try to build up a 
social consciousness in our industry,’’ sai 
Mr. Coppock. After recalling the old pre- 
war days of uncertainty of employment in 
the building industry, and the spur—the 
wrong kind—which the fear of unemploy- 
ment was to the men, Mr. Coppock spoke 
of the wages claim which was to be put 
before the Joint Council on the followin 
day. That claim, he said, if granted, 
would involve an increase in the total 
wages @ill of £65,000,000 in a year, if 
every man was working for every hour of 
every day in the year. 

Speaking of the functions of the produc- 
tion officers, Mr. Coppock gave an instance 
of the value of their work. He knew of a 
ease, he said, where bricklaying produc- 
tion had risen from 25 to 65 per hour 
inside three weeks as the result of the 
production officer investigating the men’s 
grievances. He knew many instances of 
that kind. 

To-day there was roughly one employer 
in the building industry for every 44 men 
employed in it. An industry carrying so 
many men at the top was a real disgrace 
of organisation—or Tack of organisation. 
““T know many people believe in the little 
man doing the job. He may even be effi- 
cient in’ his little capacity. But the 
housing programme is not a little man’s 
job; it is not a job for a man who can 
build only one, two or three houses a year. 
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‘** You may have to come to the socialisa- 
tion of the building industry, because of 
the industry’s failure to accept modern 
technique. But it is exceedingly difficult 
for the industry to do that at the present 
time because you cannot buy the tools, not 
even trowels, saws, axes. Some of the 
tools the men have to use to-day are so 
decrepit that it is painful for a craftsman 
to have to watch them doing their job.”’ 

An order for tools placed at the present 
moment could not be fulfilled within five 
years unless production was increased. 
Referring to the low production of bricks 
and their high cost, Mr. Coppock said it 
meant that the level of bricklayers’ wages 
was £1 per day, and an additional charge 
of £1 had to be made for the bricks. That 
extra cost could never be repaid because 


production could not be stepped up to 


meet it. 
He believed there was a case for houses 


being built to let at present, but we might» 


have,also to build houses for sale. In that 
case those persons who wanted to buy 
them would -havé to be safeguarded from 
themselves. They. should be saved from 
the fictitious prices which were being 
asked for houses to-day. 

Mr. Coppock defended the builder 
against charges that he had employed sub- 
terfuges to defeat the ‘building price 
restrictions. He knew of no private enter- 
prise builder who had attempted to do 
this. ‘The £10 limit on repairs was ridicu- 
lous. It was, he thought, bound to break 
down, in the same way as prohibition had 
in America. The person who was being 
subjected to most of the troubles connected 
with this restriction was the little man 
who wanted his property put in a fit state 
of repair so that it would stand up until 

- he had paid off the mortgage. 

Mr. Corrock advocated a budget of 
manpower and materials in the building 
industry being drawn up ‘to cover five 
years. He thought it would be —e to 
repeat this year the policy adopted last 
autumn of putting a roof on houses at all 
costs. The result had been, in many 
cases, that the houses were not properly 
weathertight, and the men had been un- 
able to complete them in the proper way. 

He hoped that this year the directors of 
housing under the local authorities would 
look at their task with a greater sense of 
its importance, and not be afraid to take 
decisions, based on their technical know- 
ledge, without waiting for the sanction of 
their committees. In that way we should 
make greater progress than we had been 
making. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Temporary Houses. 

Mr. Ernest Davies asked the Minister of 
Works if he would state the number of tempor- 
ary houses that were completed and erected in 
Great Britain as at December 31, 1946. 

Mr. Tomuinson said. that last May he set for 
his Department a target of 96,000 temporary 
houses of all = to be completed by the end 

* of the year. he number actually completed 

for local authorities in Great Britain by Decem- 
ber 31 was 95,510. In addition a number of 
houses were completed for certain other public 
authorities, bringing the total to over 96,00. 
With the exception of about 3,000, all the houses 
also had services laid on. This result had 
been achieved only by the most intensive co- 
operative effort on the part of all concerned, 
and in spite of difficulties which were not con- 
templated at the time when the programme 
was set. He would like to take that opportu- 
nity to express his thanks to the contractors 
and workpeople both in the factories and on 
the sites and to testify to the assistance given 
to his Department by the other Departments 
concerned. 
_ Mr. Lipson asked the Minister of Health if, 
in view of the housing shortage and the hard- 
ship caused thereby, he would consider continu- 
ing the provision of temporarv prefabricated 
houses for a further period. 

Mr. Bevan : No, sir. 


Stocks of Materials. 


Mr. Motsoxn asked the Minister of Works 
whether he would state the present stock of 
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bricks, timber and other building materials 
avaiable in this sng © ; 
Mr. Tomutnson said that the stocks of bricks 
and other building materials sold and unsold 
held by manufacturers on December 31, 1946, 
were shown in the following statement. There 
was no stock of timber earmarked for building 
purposes separately from other uses. 
Stock AT WoRKS ON DECEMBER 31, 1946. 
Item. Unit. Stock. 
Millions .. 270 
Tons -. 243,880 


Tons die 54,365 
Rolls of 24 
Sq. yds. .. 
Sq. yds. .: 
No Stock 


Bricks * we 
Cement we a mee 
Salt Glazed Pipes (exclud- 

ing Conduits) .. rs 
Roofing Felt 


Wood Wool Slabs 
Plaster eB 4 i 

Plasterboard .. .. “is 490,915 
Slates, Roof (as at Novem- 
3 -3 32,168 
38,721 
ne 32,968 
_ ae 34,288 
2,662,000 
170,000 


Sq. yds. .. 
ber 30, 1946). Sqs. 

Concrete Roof Tiles ime 

Clay Roof Tiles (provisional) Sqs. 

Clay Floor Tiles .. nd -y 

Metal Windows (Steel) .. Sq. ft. 

Metal Windows {alloy} .. Sq. ft. 


HOUSING PROGRAMME FOR 1947 


(Concluded from page 139) 


struction and to the “building resources 
available in the area. 

In order to relate building programmes 
for all purposes to the building resources 
in particular districis, a system of zonal 
conferences has been instituted by the 
Ministry of Works throughout the 
country. 

Local authorities are being advised b: 
circular of the considerations whic 
must be taken into account in the 
submission of new proposals under 
present circumstances. 


The Local Distribution of the Programme. 
It will take some little time to work 
out in consultation with the individual 
local authorities the detailed local dis- 
tribution of the programme (it is 
expected that it should be possible to 
publish these details in April) but the 
projected Regional division is given in 
the White Paper. 
The Government maintain their view 
that the greatest present need is for 
houses for letting at reasonable rents, 
and they propose to continue to aim at 
dividing houses in the programme sod as 
to secure a total of at least four houses 
for letting to one house for sale. The 
great bulk of the new approvals to be 
a in 1947 will, therefore, be for 
1ouses to be built by local authorities. 
The issue of further licences for private 
building will continue to be controlled 
in relation to the needs of the present 
situation. While the issue of small 
numbers of further licences in a district 
would not be precluded merely because 
the total number of licences which’ had 
been issued before the end of 1946 was 
more than one-quarter of the houses in 
approved tenders, local authorities will 
be expected to ensure that the number 
of additional licences issuéd during the 
ear would not put the number of 
ouses to be built in 1947 by licence in 
excess of a fifth of the total number of 
houses to be provided in the district. 
This limitation on the number 
houses for which licences are to be 
issued will not apply to houses built in 
replacement of war-destroyed houses 
which are the subject of cost-of-works 
ayments. The rebuilding of these 
ouses is an objective which the 
Government desire to secure and to 
complete as quickly as possible. 


A Calendar. 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of 
- peat from ne Taylor Woodrow 

onstruction td. 10, Park- 
London, W.1. 7 : ras ti 
Copper Roofing in Housing. 

In connection with the illustrated 
article “Designs for Buildings using 
Copper Roofing,’ which appeared in our 
last issue, we are asked to say that the 
photographs showing roof construction 
were of a house in Hertford designed by 
Mr. F. Kenneth Hicklin, A.R.LB.A., for 
his own use. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS 
12TH MONTHLY REPORT. 

Tue twelfth of the monthly Housing Progress Reports, presented to Parliament on Wednesday as White 
Papers* by the Ministes of Health and the Secretary of State for Scotland, shows that the position in Great 
Britain at December 31 was as follows :— 

ALL HOUSES (Permanent and temporary, local authority and private enterprise) 





Total at Increase on "November 
D ber 31. Ni ber 30. increase on 
Houses completed— _ - . October. 
(Permanent 58,211 ; Temporary 92,426)f 150,637 22,170 18,093 
Houses Construction— 
215,201 559 6,808 


up 

(Permanent 203,711 ; Temporary 11,490) 
Total Houses Built or Building— 

(Permanent 261,922 ; Temporary 103,916)... ae ae 365,838 22,729 24,901 

In addition, 114,624 permanent houses are projected but not yet begun (98,328 on local authority tenders 
approved, 11,722 under licences issued to private builders, 3,836 under licences issued or approvals given to 

ousing Associations, and 738 on Government Department authorisations). 

The total of houses of all types either built, building or projected for Great Britain as a whole is 480,462 
(compared with 455,041 at the end of November). This total does not include the balance of 54,000 temporary 
houses proj . The number of temporary houses completed during the month was 12,171, compared with 
10,014 in November. : : 

The above figures (both December and November) include houses built, building and projected, which have 
been sponsored by Government departments for families of Government employees, such as police, prison 


staffs and Defence Services. These are :— 
Built, at November 30 73 Permanent 120 Temporary 
at December 31 73 Permanent 120 Temporary 
Building, at November 30 1,178 Permanent — 
at Detember 31 1,316 Permanent — 


During December accommodation was provided—by new building, repair of uninhabitable houses and 
uisitioning and conversion—for 29,192 families (compared with 25,923 in November). 

"Lh the period since March 31,1945, accommodationt nas been provided in Great Britain for a total of 325,343 
families, which includes 147,194 in the London area. ; 

Botn these figuies take into acco.ni revised information received from local authorities in 1e pect of 
earlier months. . 
PERMANENT HOUSES : Division between local authorities, private enterprise and Housing Associations 

(Great Britain). ms me 
ovember 











Houses November Houses under Inc. or 
completed at Inc. on inc on construction _ dec. on inc. or 
Dec. 31. Nov. 30. October. at November 30. dec. on 
December 31. October. 
Local Authority 23,356 5,337 3,837 150,164 7,069 10,407 
Private Enterprise .-. 28,079 3,515 3,447 32,643 —933 —670 
Housing Associations ook 663 148 67 4,767 508 258 
War a yed Houses 
iit— 
Local Authorities ... 2,958 323 313 4,027 —25 —59 
Private Builders a 3,082 676 438 10,794 827 907 
Government Employees 73 Nil 10 1,316 138 530 
Total Permanent 
Houses “se 58,211 9,999 8,112 203,711 7,584 11,373 
Taking England and Wales only, the position was :-— 
Houses November Houses under Increase or November 
completed at Increase on increase on construction decrease on increase or 
December 31. November 30. O tober. a November 30. decrease on 
December 31. October. 
Local Authority 18,°62 4,803 3,538 124,837 5,690 8.428 
Private Enterprise «» 27,444 3,423 3,406 30,461 —1,022 —772 
ing Associations dev 96 21 15 475 109 —il 
War Destroyed Houses 
Local Authorities 2,780 304 276 3,533 —6 —22 
Private Builders bes 3,077 676 438 10,730 822 904 
Government Employees 73 Nil 10 1,316 138 530 
Total Permanent 
Houses (Engl 
and Wales) 52,332 9,227 7,683 171,352 5,731 9,057 





HOUSING LABOUR FORCE. aN 
The total labour force employed on the construction or repair of hc uses in Great Britain fell during December 
from 627,000 to 621,100. There were 201,200 men engaged on the buuding of permanent houses, compared 
with 194,500 at the end of November and 31,400 on erection of temporary houses, compared with 36,600 at the 
end of November. The number on war damage repairs again dropped—from 147,000 to 141,000. 
Note.—Owing to revision the figures for November differ from those given in the November Housing Return. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS. 


England and Wales. Scotland. Great Britain. 
December 31. November 30. December 31. November 30. December 31. November 30. 





Completed Houses 








Permanent 52,332 43,105 5,879 5,107 58,211 48,212 
Temporary 79,870 69,024 12,556 11,231 92,426 80,255 
Total 132,202 112,129 18,435 16,338 150,637 128,467 
Construction— 
ars Som + «- 171,352 165,621 32,359 30,506 203,711 196,127 
Temporary... nee 8,376 15,144 3,114 3,371 11,490 18,515 
Total wat . 179,728 180,765 35,473 33,877 215,201 214,642 
Tenders Approved (a) : 

(Local Authorities) ... 220,698 206,026 59.926 59,182 280,624 265,208 

Licences issued (a) (b) (b) 
(Private Builders) 66,422 64,518 3,466 3,245 69,888 67,763 
Families Rehouse .-» 303,613 276,677 21,730 19,474 325,343 296,151 
ing Labour Force(c) 564,500 571,200 56,600 55,800 621,100 627,000 





(a) Includes houses under construction and houses completed. ie ae 
(b) Only includes houses covered by licences issued by local authorities on behalf of the Ministry of Works 
as from August 1, 1945. ‘ . 
(c) Does not include German prisoners engaged on preparation of sites. 
“ FINISH THE HOUSES ” CAMPAIGN. 

Under the campaign launched in September with the object of completing by the end of the year all houses 
which had reached eaves level at August] 31, 13,798 locai authority houses were completed in England and 
Wales out of a possible total of 25,288. In Scotland, 1,744 ocal authority houses were completed out of a 
possible total of 8,278. The number of houses under construction by private builders which had reached 
eaves level at August 31 is not known; but between August 31 and December 31, private builders compleied 
14,233 houses in England and Wales and 193 in Scotland. 





* Cmd. 7019 Housing Return for England and Wales, December 31, 1946. (Price 6d., post-free 7d.) 

Cmd. 7020 Housing Return for Scotland, Decembe: 31, 1946. (Price 3d., post-free 4d.) 
Stationery Office. 4 : 
+ Not including 3,480 temporary huts, or 3,204 temporary houses which have been completed in all respects 
but cannot be handed over for occupation until connected to electricity and other services. 


From H.M. 


t Not including accommodation for 9,241 families in Service ps. 
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LONDON BREWERS’ 


PLANNING - EXHIBITION 


INAUGURAL LUNCHEON 


A LUNCHEON to inaugurate the Lond 
Brewers’ Planning Exhibition was he 
at the Savoy Hotel, London, on Frida 
January 24; when many distinguish 
guests attended at the invitation of t) 
London Brewers’ Council. 

Sm THomas Mann, K.B.E., chairm: 
of the London Brewers’ Executive Cou 
cil, presided. 

The primary aim of the Exhibition is 
show local authorities and others respo 
sible for town planning how the brewe 
are able and willing to co-operate wii 
them. This co-operation is based up< 
practical experience, for brewers clai 
that they have studied the problem fro 
its many aspects at first hand and hay 
arrived at conclusions calculated to satis! 
not only the esthetic and practical r 
quirements of the towns of to-morrow b) 
tae needs and pre-erences of the peop 
who will live in them. 

In word and picture the Exhibitic 
stresses the need for providing license 
premises in post-war (planning schem 
on a scale proportionate to the populatic 
of neighbourhoods, and brings to lig] 
some examples of uneven siting of su 
premises in many of our towns ar 
cities to-day. Per head of populatio 
Canterbury, for instance, is shown to hay 
over six times the facilities offered in th 
shape of licensed premises in East Ham. 

Tne Exhibition will be on view to th 
public at the London Exhibition Centre 
Stagg and Russell Building, Leicestet 
square, W.C.2, from March 3 to 8. 
Service to the Public. 

THE CHAIRMAN, proposing the toast 
‘The Imperial Parliament,’’ welcome 
the Home Secretary and the Minister 
Town and Country Planning and adde 
that he was pleased to note that man} 
who- were actively engaged in planninj 
to-day. had been able to attend th 
luncueon. He considered that the Gov 
ernment, the licensing justices and th 
trade should have one idea before them- 
service to the public. The Londo 
Brewers’ Council had a wealth of exper 
ence and felt that they were making 
considerable contribution towards the prc 
vision of amenities and the correct sitin 
of licensed premises of this country i 
such a way that they fitted into the sociz 
life of the new communities being: plannec 
The proper planning of those premise 
had a tremendous bearing on the sociz 
life of the community, To-day proper! 
run. properly designed licensed premise 
fulfilled a very great need in any neigh 
bourhood. 

THe Home SECRETARY, respon@jng, sai 
**T hope that in the planning of the pre 
sent post-war period the authorities wi 
not repeat the mistakes that were mad 
in planning in the period succeeding th 
war of 1914-18. We want each of thes 
new groups of people to be a communit 
and to have provided all the necessar 
facilities for a iull communal life.’ 

The speaker went on to say that th 
London Brewers’ Planning Exhibitio 
was of vital importance to the social wel 
being of the new communities; license 
premises would be needed as much in tl 
iuture as in the past, but he was fille 
with misgiving at some of the license 
buildings he saw on the arterial and mai 
roads to-day, for he was not at all su 
that they would replace the atmosphere 
the familiar licensed premises we ha 
known in the past. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman wi 
proposed by the Rt. Hon. W. 8. Morr 
son, P.C., M.P. 
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PRESIDENT’S HOPES FOR 1947 

‘‘ Tr is my hope that during the coming 
year production will be so stepped up that 
we can look forward, not to soilpipe with- 
out fittings or fittings without soilpipe, but 
to getting everything we want at once to 
complete the job at one go. When at last 
we attain this happy position, we can 
begin at least to look forward to a reduc- 
tion in cost by doing a job once instead 
of, as at present, having to return to it 
two or three times.” 

Mr. E. W. Garrett, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, said 
this in his valedictory address at the 
annual meeting of the Association in the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on Wednesday, 
January 22. 

‘Our present difficulties,” Mr. Garrett 
proceeded, ‘‘ divide themselves roughly 
into two parts :—wages increases and 
-official and unofficial incentives; materials 
shortages and forms and frustration. 

‘‘The wage increase last January was 
accompanied by the undertaking that both 
sides would do their best to step up pro- 
duction so that the increase would be 
absorbed and not passed on to the 
consumer. But the builder, unless he is 
an absolute fool, already does all he can 
so to organise his job that labour is used 
+o the best advantage, produces as much as 
possible, and therefore costs him less. The 
economic laws of competition, now again 
<oming more and more into force, will 
eliminate the inefficient builder. 

‘* What of the operative? At present, 
these economic laws are suspended in his 
case. However little he works, he stands 
a good chance of obtaining employment. 
Social security looks like making this a 
permanency. 

“Can a new spirit be inculcated in the 
operative, so that a man who gives a fair 
day’s work for a fair day’s pay is usual 
and not, as at present, the exception? 
Until this new spirit arrives, we must 
face the sad fact that wages increases 
mean increased costs, to be borne only in 
small part by the builder, and mainly to 
be passed on to the customer, now mainly 
the State. 

‘‘Poor output of labour has brought 
other problems in its train. A few un- 
scrupulous firms may take advantage of it 
by offering illegal considerations to their 
employees, and the builder who offers a 
little more than the standard rate can 
probably attract labour and obtain some 
extra production. But it is conveniently 
forgotten that this result can onlv be ob- 
tained when he is the only one doing it. 
Once the majority follow his example, we 
are merely increasing labour costs and 
bringing inflation still more near. Happily, 
the great majority of firms are loyally 
abiding by our joint agreements, and the 
whole question of incentives is now under 
consideration by some of the best brains 
in the industry. The solution is not 
nearly as easy as some would have us 
believe. 

**T turn to materials. Here, there are 
signs of some improvement in some direc- 
tions. But I do not think that there is 
any realisation bv the public of the sub- 
stantial additional cost of building due to 
slowness in. obtaining materials, even 
where these materials can be delivered 
once all the:forms are in order. 

““The waste of time in builders’ offices 
in filling in the innumerable forms we 
have to fill in even when the main licence 
has been secured can only be realised by 
those of us who see it every day. 

‘The average member of the public 
thinks that when he receives a building 
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Mr. Philip Smallwood, the new 
President of the L.M.B.A. 


licence his work can be started at once. 
One can sympathise with him in his justifi- 
able irritation when he finds nothing is 
done for weeks. The issue of ‘the licence, 
let me tell him, is only the prelude to an 
intensive period of filling in forms and 
searching for materials by the builder. 
‘There is probably no one in this room 
who has not had jobs held up for weeks 
and months while he searched for and 
waited for some comparatively minor 
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article. Little wonder, then, that tempers 
sometimes become a little frayed when the 
client expresses his annoyance at the delay,, 
which he puts down to slackness and lack 
of interest in his particular job. 

** And apart from the loss of goodwill, 
the financial aspect is very serious, and I 
have been greatly impressed by the num- 
ber of builders who have complained of 
large amounts of work practically com- 
pleted, for which they cannot render final 
accounts, because they are unable to ob- 
tain some minor fittings to complete the 
job.”” 


The New President. 


Mr. Philip Smallwood, F.I.0.B., Senior 
Vice-President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, was elected Presi- 
dent of the Association for 1947 at the 
annual meeting in the Dorchester Hotel on 
Wednesday, January 22. The other office 
bearers for the year are as follows :— 
Mr. D. C. Burgess, Senior Vice-President ; 
Mr. Nigel Hannen, Junior Vice-President ; 
Mr. A. J. Chapman, Honorary Treasurer. 

Mr. Philip Smallwood, F.1.0.B., is a 
director of Fredk. Smith and Co. 
(Builders) Ltd., a firm which was 
established in the City of London consider- 
ably more than 100 years ago. 

He comes of an old Yorkshire family 
which has its roots in the fishing and jet 
industries of the North-East coast, and 
the steel industry of Middlesbrough. He 
was educated at Friends School, Ackworth, 
and on leaving went into the business of 
Fredk. Smith and Co. which his father 
had acquired in 1907. He spent his first 
15 months on a typical London rebuilding 
job in Mortimer Street, W., and he was 
there from the start of demolition to the 
completion of the new structure. The 
building was the first wholly reinforced 
concrete building built in the Borough of 
St. Marylebone. 

Mr. Smallwood obtained his technical 
education at the Borough Polytechnic and 
the City of London School of Building, and 
at the outbreak of the first world war he 
was a pupil with Messrs. Trollope and 
Colls. 

January 1915 saw Mr. Smallwood in 
France putting his building experience to 
good purpose with the Friends ‘War 
Victims Relief Committee, which was en- 
gaged in providing temporary homes for 
the destitute. Later he served with the 
Serbian Relief Fund in Corsica. After 
two and a half years’ work in this sphere, 
he joined the R.N.A.S. and spent the re- 
mainder of the war as a pilot on coastal 
patrol. 

He returned to his father’s business on 
demobilisation, and during the period 
between the wars was engaged on various 
building and constructional works in and 
around London. Among the most interest- 
ing of these were the repairing of the 
ravages of the death wabek bettle in the 
roof timbers of Wren’s St. Mary Abchurch, 
and an intimate collaboration in connection 
with the deep excavation, rebuilding and 
equipping of some of the most modern 
banking premises in Lombard-street. 

Mr. Smallwood was elected to . the 
Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association in 1931, to the. Administra- 
tive Committee in 1939, and to the Counci! 
of the National Federation in 194]. 
L.M.B.A. Membership. 

The membership of the London Master 
Builders’ Association stood on Decem- 
ber 31 last at 1,744, not 1,470, as in- 
correctly stated in our last issue. This 
latter figure was the membership at the 
end of 1945, so that 274 additional firms 
joined during the year. 
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HOUSE-BUILDING LIMIT 


MAY BE INCREASED 


PRIVATE BUILDER LATER TO BE 
ALLOWED HIS HEAD 

Tue house-building limit of £1,200 
(£1,300 in London) may shortly be 
increased and the private builder allowed 

eater freedom in the building of houses 
or sale. These statements were made by 
the President of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, Mr. W. H. 
Forsprke, at the annual dinner of the 
South Wales Federation held in Cardiff on 
Thursday, January 23. 

“Two days ago,”’ said Mr. Forsdike, 
‘‘we saw Mr. Aneurin Bevan, and he 
authorised me to give this message to the 
private house-builder : ‘Concentrate now 
on the building of houses to let, and, 
when the hump is past, you can have your 
head on the building of houses for sale.’ 
He also agreed to consider sympatheti- 
cally, in the light of increased costs, our 
request for an increase in the £1,200 limit. 

“ Throughout the year we have pressed 
Mr. Bevan to change his attitude towards 
the private builder. We have had scant 
success, but we were bound to expect this 
because we hardly expected a Socialist 
Government, with a big majority, to carry 
out the policy of its predecessor. During 
the year we have set up a House-building 
Committee in order to intensify our 
efforts, and a large part of our work in 
the field of public relations has been de- 
voted to housing. 

“‘ Just before Christmas we submitted 
to Mr. Bevan a memorandum prepared by 
the House-building Committee. That 
memorandum agreed with the view that, 
during a period of acute shortage, the 
greatest need is for houses to let, and 
that houses must go to those with the 
greatest need and not with the deepest 
pockets. But it maintained that that 
need is distributed among all classes of 
the community; that under a long-term 
housing policy each householder should 
therefore be given the opportunity of 
deciding for himself whether he would be 
a tenant or an owner; and that if Mr. 
Bevan wants houses built quickly—and if 
he doesn’t the public does—he should give 
a subsidy to the private builder for houses 
built, whether for sale or for letting. We 
also pressed for an increase in the £1,200 
limit, which is warranted by increased 
cost, and for greater latitude as regards 
the sizes of houses. 

‘We asked to see Mr. Bevan before he 
settled his 1947 programme. We met him 
this week. He has always said that he 
welcomes plain speaking. He got it. And 
so did we! Put quite briefly, the out- 
come of the discussion was that the Min- 
ister told us that, quite apart from other 
considerations, the number of houses in 
contracts already let was such in relation 
to the amount of labour and materials 
likely to be available during 1947 that 
there was no prospect whatever of his im- 
proving his 4:1 formula in favour of the 
private builder. This is most disappointing. 
The Output Problem. : 

“‘The other vital problem with which 
we are concerned is output. The recently 
published White Paper makes it clear 
that there is an overall shortage of man- 

wer in this country, and that only 
increased production will see us through. 
It is a problem which we in the building 
industry have not yet managed to solve, 
but you will, I know, agree that it is 
essential that we builders should organise 
our work, taking the fullest advantage of 
modern developments, so as to make the 
best use of the limited manpower avail- 
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able to us. It is equally essential that 
each man should do a full day’s work 
— decent conditions and be adequately 
paid. 

“As you know, the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry con- 
sidered yesterday various applications 
from the operatives’ organisations for 
increases in wages. All members of the 
Council realise that their duty is, to 
operate the negotiating machinery, not for 
the benefit of employers and operatives 
but for the benefit of the country as a 
whole. It is not sufficient for employers 
and operatives to agree amongst them- 
selves. Any agreement they reach must 
commend itself to those who as rent- 
payers, ratepayers or taxpayers have to 
foot the bill. 

‘*The most important of the applica- 
tions considered were those for increases 
amounting to 6d. per hour in the case of 
craftsmen and 9d. for labourers. The em- 
ployers’ representatives, acting with a 
very full sense of responsibility, felt that 
they could not be parties to increases in 
wages unless they were accompanied by 
increased output. 

‘‘In their view the cost of building 
is already too high, and they realise that, 
if it increased, the whole of our building 
programme would be in jeopardy as it 
was after the four years’ war. I am told 
that if the increases asked for had been 
granted and output remained at the present 
level, the additional cost of building 
municipal houses would be £9,000,000 for 
every 100,000 houses. And I imagine that 
Mr. Bevan’s programme for 1947 will be 
much bigger than that. 

“Only a year ago the full increase of 
4d. per hour for craftsmen and 34d. for 
labourers asked for by the operatives’ 
organisations was agreed in the confident 
hope that the joint efforts of the em- 
ployers’ and operatives’ leaders would 
result in additional output at least suffi- 
cient to offset the increases in wages. 
That hope has not been realised, and the 
employers’ representatives could see no 
justification for assuming that if the 
further large increases now asked for 
were given output would increase. They 
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Above photo shows two pairs of a range of King 
Sliding Doors, erected at a large modern factory. 
Note particularly extreme height and heavy con- 
struction. All over the country leading firms have 
installed King Sliding Doors, found them to give 
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were emphatic that, in view of past ex. 
perience, further increases in wages must 
not precede, but must be linked with 
increased output,” 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 


FEDERATION 


ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


Tue newly elected President, Mr. C. J. 
Breer, took the chair at the luncheon at 
the Connaught Rooms on January 23, held 
in connection with the annual meeting oj 
the Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. A record 
attendance of members was present. 

Mr. Pur Smattwoop (President, 
L.M.B.A.), who was the guest of honour, 
in proposing the health of the Southern 
Counties Federation, said that in the 
Southern Counties the industry had some 
of the best men in the country. He con. 
gratulated them on their noble effort to 
secure the reorganisation of the industry, 
and he, for one, was disappointed that 
their report had not been better received, 
They had the consolation of knowing that 
many of their proposals had been adopted 
even if under a different colour. / 

Speaking on the subject of unity, Mr. 
Smallwood said ; ‘‘ I submit that our great 
National Federation deserves the support 
of all, not only those who are members but 
builders at present outside. Each member 
must be an ambassador with the aim of 
bringing in others, so that we shall be 
one hundred per cent. strong.” He also 
hoped that firms which obtained contracts 
out of their own areas would become mem. 
bers of the local Federation while working 
in the regions, and in the same way he 
hoped for closer liaison between country 
firms working near the London boundaries 
and the L.M.B.A.; if that could be done 
problems that arose could be brought 
before a higher body for solution. 

Tue Presrpent briefly replied, and pro- 
ceeded to present a picture to the imme- 
diate Past-President, Mr. L. A. Walden 
M.I.0.B., as a token of appreciation of his 
sterling and strenuous work on behalf of 
the Federation. Mrs. Walden was pre. 
sented with a bouquet of roses by Mrs. 
Beer. Mr. Walden responded in happy 
vein on behalf of his wile and himself, 

_The Guests’ were proposed by the 
senior Vice-President, Mr R,. 0, 
Barwick, M B.E., J.P., M.I.0.B., who 
anes with it the Institute of Builders 
and its President. The Institute, founded 
well over 100 years ago, stood for integrit 
in conduct, equity in practice, and effi- 
ciency in building technique. Latterly its 
energies had mainly been devoted to the 
question of education, which touched the 
status of the building industry at every 
level, and he hoped the National Federa- 
tion would quic Fong to regard the 
Institute as something belonging to the 
employers’ side of the industry, and would 
therefore support it 100 per cent. and 
encourage individuals to apply for mem- 
bership. 

Mr. Ernest C. Hortoway (President, 
{Institute of Builders) said it was pride in 
the building crafts and an innate sense of 
their importance in life that had led his 
family to be identified for so long with 
the Institute of Builders. He thought it 
would largely be due to the work being 
done by the Institute that there looked 
like being a steady increase in the quality 
of men who were coming forward in the 
industry. 

Those present included Messrs. R. G. 
Brocklehurst. (President, Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Architectural Association), R. A. 
Cooksey, F.R.I.B.A., P. J. Spencer, T. 
Griffin, C. G. Blanchard and C. Gordon 
Rowlands (Secretary, N.F.B.T.E.). 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 


WAGES CLAIM 
REJECTION BY EMPLOYERS 


fue claims of the Operatives’ organisa- 
tims (a) for increases in wages of 6d. 
pe hour for craftsmen and 9d. per hour 
fo labourers, and (b) for payment for 
sututory holidays, were the most import- 
art of the many matters considered at a 
meting of the National Joint Council for 
tw Building Industry held on Wednes- 
day, January 22. While the employers 
expressed | willingness to consider a 
saaeme of payments for statutory holidays 
wiich provided for suitable safeguards, 
thre was a deadlock on the main wages 
clim. 

In a short preliminary statement issued 
lat week, the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers stated that 
the main claim was rejected by the Em- 
ployers’ representatives principally be- 
cause they considered it to be against the 
public interest and, therefore, against 
the best interests of the building indus- 
try, to agree to increases in wages which, 
unless accompanied by increased output, 
must result in such a substantial increase 
in the already high cost of building as 
to jeopardise the whole of the rebuilding 
programme. Unless offset by increased 
output the increases would, for instance, 
mean an additional cost of £90 for each 
municipal house—the equivalent in rent 
of Is. 1§d. a week. 

The Employers’ representatives pointed 
out that a year ago increases of 4d. per 
hour for craftsmen and 34d..per hour for 
labourers—the full amounts of the claims 
made—had been agreed in the confident 
hope by both sides that increased output 
would follow. That -hopé had not been 
realised, and they could see no grounds 
whatever for assuming that the increases 
now asked for would, if granted, be off- 
set by increased output. 

In the Employers’ view no further wage 
concessions could be justified unless they 
were linked definitely with increased out- 
put, In any case, no changes had taken 
place during the year either in the cost of 
living or in the wage levels in compar- 
able industries, which would justify the 
increases now asked for. 

The next step under the constitution 
of the National Joint Council is the 
reference of the deadlocked issues to a 
special committee, whose task it will be 
to try to arrive at a solution in consulta- 
tion with the executives on both sides. 
The maximum time allowed for this is 
one month. 

Note.—The wages at present being paid 
for a 44:hour week in a normal area are 
2s. 6d. craftsmen, 2s. labourers. Higher 
rates are paid in London and Liverpool. 


TRADE NEWS 


A New Mill. 

Messrs. Bryce, White and Co., Ltd., 
announce that, following the destruction 
by fire of their Test River Home Grown 
Timber Mill at Redbridge, Southampton, 
last May, a new mill has been erected and 
equipped with modern machinery and 
plant, and is now in full production. 


A Recent Contract. 

Messrs. Boot’s Pure Drug Co., Ltd., of 
Nottingham, have placed a contract for 
the reinforced concrete design and con- 
struction of their new printing works, in 
Station-street, Nottingham, with the 
Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Litd., of 
6. Collingham-gardens, London, S8.W.5. 
The scheme is to the plans of Messrs. 
Boot’s chief architect, Mr. Percy J. 
Bartlett, F.R.I.B.A., and the general con- 
tractors are Messrs. Gilbert Ash, Ltd., of 
1, Stamhope-gate, London, W.1. 
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CONTROL OF CIVIL 


BUILDING 
PAINTING WORK 


THe Ministry of Health has forwarded 
the following circular (10/47) to clerks 
of all local authorities and housing authori- 
ties in the London Civil Defence Region. 

The Minister of Health, together with 
the Minister of Labour and National Ser- 
vice and the Minister of Works, has had 
under consideration the number of painters 
now unemployed in the London region. 
In this connection the Minister refers to 
Circular 188/46, dated October 8, 1946, 
and the system of quotas for licensing 
works of maintenance and repair, notified 
to loca] authorities in the London Civil 
Defence Region, and states that it has 
been decided that licences, or certificates 
of essentiality, according to the particular 
vase, may be issued by local authorities 
outside the allocated quotas for work fall- 
ing within the following description : 
** Work carried out by firms wholly 
engaged in painting and decorating, pro- 
vided the work does not require the use 
of tradesmen other than painters, and pro- 
vided there is no shortage of painters for 
priority work.”’ 

For the purpose of this definition 
** paint ’’ will include distemper. special 
processes and plastic paints. Emphasis 
should be placed on internal painting 
rather than external painting, as it will 
enable the use of paint other than oil- 
bound paint. Such painting work as is 
authorised should be carried out in accord- 
ance with the recommendations contained 
in the Interim Economy Memorandum on 
use of paint in building construction and 
maintenance issued by the Ministry of 
Works, a copy of which was circulated 
to local authorities with Supplement 
“* Paint, No. 2,” to Circular 76/46. 

The Ministry of Works’ copy of each 
licence issued outside the allocated quotas 
either under this arrangement or in 
accordance with the Minister’s letter of 
January 6, 1947, should carry the symbol 

















‘‘U”’ in the top right-hand corner. Such 
licences should be shown separately in 
the periodic returns of licences issued. 
Local authorities may find themselves 
able to assist materially in this matter by 
arranging for the necessary internal paint- 
ing work in buildings under their control. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Timber Control, Bristol. 

As from January 27 the address of 
the Area 8 (Bristol) Office of the Timber 
Control has been: 11, Gloucester-row, 
Clifton, Bristol, 8. (Telephone: Bristol 
36871; telegrams: Timbrarea, Bristol.) 


Coventry Builder’s Death. 

Mr. W. H. Jones, a Coventry builder, 
has died in his 70th year, at his home, 
“ Dalecote,” |Warwick-road, Coventry. 
Mr. Jones belonged to an old Longford 
family, and spent the whole of his life in 
Coventry, being the founder of the build- 
ing contracting firm of W. H. Jones and 
Son, Lid., Lockhurst-lane. 


District Heating at Wythenshawe. 

The General and Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of Manchester Corporation has 
considered the joint proposals of the 
Housing and Wythenshawe Estate Com- 
mittees and has decided to recommend 
the City Council to grant £36,268 for con- 
sultant engineer’s charges in connection 
with the scheme for district heating at 
Wythenshawe. The total cost of installa- 
tion at Wythenshawe, it is stated, would 
be £2,680,000. 


Purchase Tax. 

Notice No. 78 (Goods Chargeable with 
Purchase Tax), issued by the Com- 
missioners of Customs and Excise, has 
been revised and copies of the new edition 
are being sent by local Collectors of 
Customs and Excise to all registered 
traders. This revised edition, dated 
December, 1946, supersedes Notices Nos. 
78 (July, 1944) and Supplement (June, 
1946), 78D (October, 1945), 78E (April, 
1946), and 78F (July, 1946), and all addi- 
tions and amendments thereto issued by 
be Commissioners up to December 1, 
1946. 

World Engineering Conference. 

British and French engineers and tech- 
nicians welcome the close co-operation 
established between France and Great 
Britain in all spheres, following the 
recent conversations between M. Leon 
Blum and Mr. Attlee. In September last 
a number of British engineers partici- 
pated in Paris in the work of the Inter- 
national Technical Congress. One of the 
chief results of this Congress was the 
formation of a permanent organisation, 
the ‘World Engineering Conference,” 
which, it is hoped, will become a World 
Federation of Engineering Associations. 


The Scottish Building Centre. 

Colonel G. Gardner-McLean, O.B.E., 
T.D., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.S.E., presiding at 
the ninth annual general meeting of the 
Scottish Building Centre, held in Glas- 
gow just before Christmas, ex- 
pressed keen satisfaction with the pro- 
gress made during the year. Not only 
had there been an encouraging increase 
in the number of exhibitors and of ex- 
hibits, but there was also a gratifying 
improvement in the number of visitors, 
especially during the last three months, 
while technical inquiries were consider- 
ably higher than at any time in the 
Centre’s history. 


Notes on Building Licensing. 

Notes for the guidance of applicants 
for civil building licences are given ina 
leafiet, ‘‘ Buildin me rome a which is 
being sent to all registered contractors 
by the Ministry of Works. Those classes 
of work which require no licence are 
defined; the difference between an 
“authorisation” and a “licence” is 
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made clear; and useful guidance is given 
on how and where to apply for a licence, 
a supplementary licence and a main- 
tenance licence. 


Asbestos Cement Products. 


Manufacturers and merchants need no 
longer obtain a licence from the Minister 
of Works to manufacture or sell asbestos 
cement products. The Minister of Works 
has directed, by notice in the London 
Gazette, that the Control of Roofing and 
Other Materials Order, 1942, shall no 
longer apply to asbestos cement products. 


Exhibition at Building Centre. 


An exhibition of models prepared by 
third-year students of the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture is 
now on view at the Building Centre, 
9, Conduit-street, W.1. The models have 
been executed to show interior decora- 
tion of one or other of the following 
subjects: (1) A banqueting hall for the 
British Council; (2) a committee room 
for the Design and Industries Associa- 
tion; (3) a council room: for the Arts 
Council of Great Britain. The exhibition 
is open until Thursday, February 6. 


Industrial Design Refresher Courses. 


The refresher courses organised by the 
Central Institute during the spring and 
autumn of 1946 proved so popular and 
stimulating that, with the encouragement 
of the Council of Industrial Design, three 
more courses are being arranged to take 
— in February, March and April. 

he purpose of these courses is to act as a 
stimulus to designers in all spheres of 
industry, but especially in the decorative 
and furnishing trades. The dates of the 
three courses are: Course,7, February 10 
to 28; Course 8, March 10 to 28; Course 9, 
April 14 to 25. Application for particulars 
should be made to the Central Institute 
of Art and Design, 41/42, Dover-street, 
London, W.1. 


Increased Prices for Home-Grown Timber. 


The Board of Trade have made the 
Control of Timber (No. 44) (Home-Grown 
Timber Prices) Order, 1947, which came 
into force on January 27. The new Order 
increases the maximum prices of the 
following kinds of home-grown timber— 
converted softwood, converted hardwood 
telegraph and transmission poles; and 
sleepers and crossing timbers. The new 
—— are provided in a new First 

chedule to the Control of Timber (No. 
34) (Home-Grown Timber Prices) Order, 
1944, the other parts of which Order 
remain in effect. The new Order, S.R. & 
O., 1947, No. 94, replaces the Control of 
Timber (No. 42) Order and copies are 
obtainable, price 5d., from H.M. 
Stationery Office. 


Aluminium for Structural Purposes. 


In our issue of November 22 last there 
was a comment on a lecture on alumin- 
ium delivered at the Housing Centre, 
when Dr. West said that certain alumin- 
ium alloys were suitable for structural 
purposes and comparable in strength 
with ordinary structural steel. Our cor- 
respondent understood {the lecturer to 
mean that weight for weight one material 
was about as strong as the other, but 
we have heard from the Aluminium 
Development Corporation that they make 
a much stronger claim. In a letter they 
say: “‘ Aluminium alloys are only one- 
third the density of structural steel, and 
alloys used for structural work have 
mechanical properties comparable with 
mild steel, so that in general the weight 
of a structure fabricated from suitable 
aluminium alloy should be in the neigh- 
bourhood of 40 per cent. the weight of 
a steel structure for the same function.” 
We are much obliged to the Aluminium 
Development. Corporation, and are happy 
to pass their statement on to our readers. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


M.O.W. London Regional Office. 


As from January 20, the address of the 
London Regional Office, Ministry of 
Works, has been:—Ministry of Works, 
London Region, 8, Cornwall-terrace, 
Regents Park, N.W.1. Telephone : 
Museum 5030. Telegraphic address: 
“‘Travauxreg, Norwest, London.” 


The following sections of the Ministry 
of Works Regional Office will be at the 
above address: Principal Officer (except 
Contracts and Finance); Regional Pro- 
gress Officer; Regional Disposals Officer; 
Asst. Regional Director (Controls); Local 
—, Liaison; Regional Allocation 
Officer; Regional Materials Officer; Asst. 
Regional Director (Production of Mate- 
rials); Regional Programme and Statis- 
tics Officer; Regional Works Transport 
Officer; Regional Road Motor Engineer. 


Address of Regional Licensing Officer 
will be:—17, Cornwall-terrace, Regents 
Park, N.W.1. (Telephone: Museum 5030.) 
The Regional Production Officers, Messrs. 
Catto. and Nickson, will also be accom- 
modated at Cornwall-terrace. The ‘ fol- 
lowing sections will remain temporarily 
in the City: Candlewick House, Cannon- 
street, E.C.4. (Telephone: Mansion House 
34 Area Directors: Contracts and 
Finance; Temporary Housing Architects; 
Regional Quantity Surveyors; Regional 
Distribution Officers, 9-13, King William- 
street, E.C.4. (Telephone : Mansion House 
4353.) D.L.A. (Temporary Housing); 
Regional Works Engineer (Structural) : 
Regional Works Engineer (M. and E.). 

The District Office staffs that have been 
working in association with the Regional 
Architect, Ministry of Health, at Hack- 
ney, Kingston and Beckenham, were 
moved to Cornwall-terrace on January 25. 








NOW LABOUR'S SCARCE 


SAV 





AND INCREASE YOUR PROFIT 


by saving time on the Job yet doing It Just as well. 
Prove for yourself how Manger’s Sugar Soap, the 
scientifically balanced cleanser, quickens and 
eases work, saving up to one-third of the time. 
in paint cl ing, its special action enables 
quick washing down (without tears, if a cloth 
swab is used moderately wet); it remains wet 
and active much longer and, being completely 
soluble in the rinse down, work dries quickly 
and evenly. 

Don’t burn off and reprime work that is blistered or cracked 
part way. Fine down with waterproof abrasive and 
“MANGER'S.” One operation only and repriming avoided. 








Zid. each. 7Zi- doz. NETT for 1 to 5 doz. 
6/6 doz. NETT for 6 doz. and over. 
EIRE 9d. each. Duty Paid. 


TRY FOR YOURSELF! FREE sameLe 


B. Dept., J. MANGER & SON, LTD., KINGSLAND, LONDON, E.8. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Dundee.—T.C. propose 22 schools. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court gran 
warrant for erection-of 12 office blocks 
ee Industrial estate, at £162,000, 


Glasgow.—Extensions proposed to London- 
factory, for which the architects are Cull 
Lochhead & Brown, Cadzow-st., Hamilton 
School buildings proposed at Tradeston-st., 
which the architect is John MacNab, 129, Ba 
st., Glasgow. ‘ 

Glasgow.—Workshop proposed for Associat 
Metal Works (Glasgow), Ltd., for which i 
architect is I. MacDonald, 8, Balmuildy-1 
Glasgow.—Alterations and additions propos 
for Glasgow Investment Co., Ltd., for whi 
the architects are Noad & Wallace, 147, W 
Regent-st., Glasgow.—Bishopbriggs: Facte 
and offices to be erected from plans by Wats 
Salmond & Gray, 111, Union-st., Greenock. 

Mossend.—Steel plant buildin: 
by Stewart & Lloyd, Ltd., 41, Oswald-st., Gl 
gow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTIO! 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not } 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Tho 
with an asterisk are advertised in this numb 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are tho 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger ( 
denotes closing date for applications; the nat 
and address at the end refer to the pera 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 7. . 
t*East Suffolk C.C.—Extensive alterations 
P.A.L, Bulcamp, nr. Halesworth, and for ert 
tion of nurses’ home. E. J. Symcox (F.), Coun 

- Dep. £2 2s. i 

t*East Sussex ©.C.—Central kitchen a 
an on ie and scullery at Newhaven Boy 
school. E. A. Verger (F.), County A. 

+Keighley T.C.—36 bungalows at Brack: 
Bank estate. E. G. Felgate, Boro’ A. Dep. £ 

t*Saddieworth U.D.C.—42 houses with roat 
and sewers at Carrcote, Delph, nr. Oldham. | 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by February 28. 
FEBRUARY 38. : 
tEpping R.D.U.—Houses at 6 _ parishe 
Tooley and Foster, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buck 
hurst Hill, Essex. 
FEBRUARY 10. _ 

Banbury R.D.C.—10 houses with road an 
sewer works at Cropredy. A. Hunt, Architec' 
Castle Wharf, Banbury. pp, £2 2s. 

Bedwas and Machen U.D.C.—28 houses a 
Machen site. H. Gibson, E. & 8. Dep. £3 3: 

*Chertsey U.D.C.—Adaptation, repair an 
decoration works to hutted camps. . and § 
Dep. £1 1s. : ; 

Devizes R.D.C.—Conversion and adaptatio! 
of St. Edith’s Bromham into 6 flats. Picto 
and Snailum, Architects, Abbey-chbrs., Bath 


y U.D.C.—22 houses at No. 1 six 
Church-rd. _E. and §&. ‘ 
Leeds T.C.—Alterations and adaptations a 
Parkside Lodge, Parkside House and _Parksid 
Farm at Meanwood Park Colony. A. H 
Livett (A.), City A. Dep. £2 2s. . 
Newbury R.D.C.—18 houses at ‘3 sites. W 
Jones, C. Dep. £2 2s. fi 
Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—Erection of maternit; 
block at Newcastle General Hospital. City A 
Dep. £5 5s. ; 
*Tamworth T.C.—40 houses at Amington-rd 
site. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Twickenham T.C.—%5 houses at Mill Farn 
estate, Hanworth-rd. A. 8. Knolles, B.Sc. Dep 


£3 3s. 
t*Wakefield T.C.—Infant school at Alvethorp: 
Hall site, Flanshaw estate. City E. 
FEBRUARY 11. 
Canterbury T.C.—Temporary shops at Cor! 
Esenae and adjoining sites. City A. Dep 


Cheshire C.C.—Erection of kitchen and dining 
room and demolition of shelters at Stocktor 
Heath school. E. M. Parkes (F.), County A. 
The Castle, Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Cheshire ©.C.—Kitchen and dining-room a 
Macclesfield Central Secondary school. E. M 
Parkes (F.), County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Cheshire C.C.—Kitchen and dining-room ai 
Altrincham Bradbury Secondary school. Count) 
A. Dep. £2 2s. é / 

Cheshire C.C.—Kitchen and dining-room aj 
Dukinfield Lakes-rd., secondary school for girls 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 12. 

+*Kingston-on-Thames T.C.—(1) 14 flats at 
Balmoral-rd.; (2) 9 flats at Surbiton-rd.; (3) 
12 houses at Woodcote-cl. T.C. Tenders by 
March 3. 

Manchester T.C.—Reinstatement of Duke-st. 
school, Hulme. City A. Dep. £1 1s. 

Pembroke R.D.C.—52 houses at 2 sites. C. 
and J. Owen Parry and Lewis, Arcade-chbrs., 
Ammanford. Dep. £3 3s. 
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Ware R.D.C.—12 houses at Gt. Amwell and 
at Standen. 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 

FEBRUARY 13. 
Chepstow R.D.C.—12 houses with road and 
gwer works at Mathern.. Thomas and Morgan 
gad Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. 
p. £3 3s. 
Mansfield T.C.—46 houses at Bancroft-la. 
etate. B. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*West Sussex C.C.—(1) Erection of two light 
seel-framed buildings to provide two class- 
roms, domestic subjects room and stores; also 
atensions to existing lavatory accommodation 
at High School for Girls, Chichester; (2) erec- 
tion of prefabricated infants’ school at Victory- 
r., Horsham. F. R. Steele (F.), F.S.I., County 
4. 


FEBRUARY 14. 
Cumberland C.C.—Day nursery at Flatt Walks, 
Leesa County A. 
Derby T.C.—4 pairs of houses at Offerton- 
ave., Kenilworth-ave., and Derby-la. T. W 
fast, Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 
South Shields T.C.—14 shops and flats at 
Marsden-rd. B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
South Shields T.C.—54 aged persons’ dwellings 
at haan Quarry Bank. B.E. and 8. Dep. 
Swinton and Pendlebury T.C.—42 houses at 
Beach Farm playing field, Swinton. B.E. and S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 15. 

Bideford R.D.C.—8 houses and road and 
sewer works, etc., at Hartland Village. I. C. 
_ S., 17, Market-pl., Bideford. Dep. 
£1 1s. 
+*Bournemouth C€.B.—Completion works at 
Linford Sanatorium, nr. Ringwood. John 
Burton (A.), Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
March 14. 

Cumberland C.C.—Offices and alterations at 
Carrigill school. County A. 

Southwick U.D.C.—40 mreees at Manor Hall- 
rd. E. and S. Dep. £3 
Wexford yoy Wak “at Slippery Green. 


B.E. Dep. £3 
FEBRUARY 17. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—14 houses at Woodlands 
estate, Stanmore. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Hornsey B.C.—116 flats at } North Hill, Pigh- 
gate. B.E. & 

Huddersfield C.B.—Work in various trades for 
completion of Dalton County Primary school, 
ie ag ave. E. Architect, Education Offices, 
eel-s 

London County Council.—Reconstruction of 
—— Lock Bridge. Deputy Chief E. Dep. £10. 

orfolk Standing Joint Committee.—6 police 
neal at 6 sites. County A. 

States of Guernsey.—12 houses at Grand 
Bouet, St. Peter Port. E. T. Laine, States’ Kn- 
gineer, States Office, Guernsey. Dep. £1. 

*Thurrock U.D.C.—20 houses at Orchard- rd., 
South Ockenden. G. F. Andrassy, M.B.E., E. 
and S., ul Offices, Whitehall- la., Grays. 


Dep. £3 
EBRUARY 19. 

Mildenhall R. De. Site works and 16 Airey 
houses at 2 sites. D. C. Denton-Smith, Archi- 
tect, 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. £1 1s. 

Wellington (Salop) R.D.C.—24 Airey houses, 
together with block of four old people’s dwell- 
ings with roads, gee, etc. Walter B. Bond, 
F.S.1., Colmore-chbrs. ., 3, Newhall-st., 
ham, % Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 20 

Dublin T.C.—169 houses at *Garsfield- rd., 
tion No. 2. City Treas. Dep. £5 5s. 

P FEBRUARY 21. 

Durham County Standing Joint Committee. 
—18 police houses at 4 sites. County A. 

FEBRUARY 22. 

*Hants ©€.C.—Adaptation of Blackbrook 
House, Fareham, as tied home. S. Low, 
County A. Dep. £1 

: FEBRUARY 24, 

Congleton 1T.C.—96 houses at Rood Hill 
estate. C. Brown (A.), B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—Re- 
building 7 houses at Bradford-rd. B.E. and S. 


Dep. £2 2s, 
FEBRUARY 26, 
PN ea B. a a in four blocks 
wick-gr or ousi 
is. one ) sing scheme. B.E. 
ackney B. C.—50 houses and 24 flats, laun- 
dry block, etc., at Mapledene-rd. B.E. & S. and 
Director of Housing Development. Dep. £2 2s. 
Warwick Standing Joint Committee.—Altera- 
tions and adaptations at Police County Head- 
quarters and Police Station. Elkins, 
Architect, Shire Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 28. 
Py: mya T.C.—22 houses at Horn-st. B.S. Dep 


Birming- 


sec- 


Malifax 0.8.—Reemotnct 

ifax -—Reconstruction of swimming 
bath at Woodside Bath ty ethe: , 
cone” BE Bex me 8, 08 r with auxilia:, 

hte: 3. 

Towyn U.D.C.—(a) 56 houses at Aberdovey; 
(b) 30 houses at Towyn; (c) roads and sewers, 
ew., at Towyn. Nicol, Nicol and Thomas 
(A), White House, 111, New-st., Birmingham, 2. 

Dep. £3 3s., or to B. Glyn Jones, Cc. 


THE BUILDER 


MARCH 5. 
*Bournemouth C.B:—7 pairs of houses at 
Craigmoor-ave. site. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s 
NO DAT 
*Bournemouth C.B.—56 
estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Doncaster R.D.C.—32 bungalows at 3 sites. 
J. A: Williams, S., Nether Hall, Doncaster. 
*Dursiey R.D.C.—32 Airey houses at 3 sites. 
Eric Cole ~~ Partners, Cirencester. Dep. £2 2s. 
to Clerk of K.D.C. 
Pontypool U. D.C.—52 houses with drainage, 
ry work, etc., at Kemys Fawr site. C. Dep. 
0. 


houses at Kinson 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FEBRUARY 22. 

Manchester T.C.—Clearance and levelling of 
sites at Durham- os and Wilmott-st., Hulme. 
city A. Dep. £1 1 

FEBRUARY 24. 

*Lewes T.C.—Demolition and removal of Civil 

Defence Structures. B.S. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 10. 
Burnley C.B.—B.E, and 8. (Materials.) 
Chertsey U.D.C.—External painting . 66 
houses and repairs at Barker-rd. E. & S 
Greenwich 8.C.—B.E. and_3. (Materials). 
Isle of Ely C.C.—County S._ (Materials.) 
Kesteven C.C.—County 8. (Materials.) 
Surrey C.C.—County K. (Materials). 
Warrington C.B.—B.E. and 8. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 12. 
Carmarthenshire C.C.—County 8S. (Materials.) 
Chertsey U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials.) 
Newport (1. of W.) T.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 
epreraeaee . Cc. a 8. (Materials. ) 
13. 

Stoke-on-Trent rT.On City 8S. (Materials.) 
Stourbridge T.C.—B.E. and S. (Materiuls). 
FEBRUARY 14. 

Berks C.C.—County 8S. (Materials.) 
Finsbury B.C.—B. E. (Materials.) 
Huddersfield C.B.—B.E. and 8. (Materials.) 
March U.D.C.—E. and S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 15. 
Broadstairs and St. Peter’s U.D.C.—E. and S. 
(Materials. 
Crompton U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials.) 
Enfield U.D.C.—E. and S. "(Materials.) 
Grantham T.C.—B.E. and §. (Materials.) 
Neath T.C.—B.E. ek pen ) 
FEBRUARY 1 
Angiesey €.C.—County 8. 
Cheshunt U.0.C.—E. and 8. 
EHesmere Port U.D.C.—E. and S. (Materials.) 
Frimley and Camberley U.D. c. —E. and §&. 
(Materials.) 
Heston and Isleworth T.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 
Leeds T.C.—Highways E. (Materials.) 
Wolverhampton C.B.—B.E. (Materials.) 


(Materials). 











The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 


IF IT’S 
GLASS 


GLAZING 


IT’S 


AYGEE™” 


ENGLAND'S LARGEST 
GLAZING CONTRACTORS 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1. ‘phone: 
WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 











FEBRUARY 19. 
Bromley T.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 
Northumberland C.C.—County 8S. oer > 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—B.b- 
and 3. ee 
EBRUARY 20. 
Naytdo-withneny u.D.c. — 


(Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 21. 
Dagenham T.C.—B.E. and 8. (Materials.) 
*Norfolk E.C.—Provision of heating, hot water 
and electrical services, sanitary fittings, etc., at 
Drayton Hall. County A. 
Runcorn U.0.C.—E. and §. 
FEBRUARY 2 
Caernarvonshire C.C. becounty 8 
Halifax C.B.—B.E. (Materials. Be 
Horbury U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials.) 
Kidderminster T.C.—B.E. and S. (Materials. 
Ormskirk U.D.C. —— (Materials.) 
Sevenoaks U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials.) 
Stockport C.B.—B.S. (Materials.) 
Swadlincote U.D.C.—E. and 8. 
Twickenham T.C.—B.E. and S. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—E. 
(Materials.) 
Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D Ss. —S. (Materials.) 
Turton U.D.C.—E. and 8S. (Materials.) 
Wilmsiow U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 25. 
(Materials.) 
(Materials.) 
EBRUARY 26. d 
Brierley Hill th D.C.—E. and 8. (Materials.> 
Wortley R.D. - —E. ah : Brame ) 
EBRUA 
Padham U.D. c. a. ine A ded E. 


and S. 


M  cacatecad 


(Materials. 


(Materials. > 
(Materials.) 


and S&S. 


Longridge 


(Materials.> 


RCH 3. 
East Ham rete (Materials.) 
Macclesfield bie (Materials.) 


ARCH 10. 
Newmarket U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 7. 
+St. Albans R.D.C.—Roads, footpaths, verges, 
drainage, etc., at Tippendell-la. C. Dep. £2 2s- 
FEBRUARY 8. 
+Chigwell U.D.C.—Roads and 
Roding Valley estate. E. and 
FEBRUARY 10. 
R.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers at 
Architect and Housing Supt. 


sewers at 


Blackwell 
Toun-st., oo? 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—Site prepara- 
tion and foundations for flats at Edensor-rd. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 

Cuckfield R.D.C—Roads,, at 3 
sites. E. and S. Dep. £2 

Harwich T.c.— BE dy ‘700 completion of 
existing sewage purification works. J. and A. 
ong and Reid, 72a, George-st., Edinburgh. 

ep 

snitterd and Launditch R.D.C.—Supply an@ 
laying of approx. 300 yds. of 4 in. dia. and 6 in. 
Bateman and Partners, Halifax House, Bank 
Plain. Norwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

+Southampton C.B.—Construction of approx. 
519 yds. of 63 in. dia. surface water outfalr 
sewer and 633 yds. of 30 in. dia. foul water 
sewer, etc. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Roads and sewers aft 
Prince-ave. B.E. and S. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

erraa | U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at housing 
estate, Parkside- es Cullingworth. 8S. and 
Architect. Dep. £2 

Garforth U.D. ¢.—Laying of approx. 220 yds. 
of 3-in. and 500 yds. of 4-in. water mains, etc... 
at Westfield estate, Allerton Bywater. E. and S 

Worcester T.C.—Surface water sewer at Brom. 
yard-rd. area. City E. Dep. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

Acton + —Roads and sewers at Old Oak-rd: 
site. 
er U.D.C.—Sewerage works contract 
No. 2. B. Kershaw and Kaufman, 1, Victoria- 
st., sestiideaten, 8.W.1. Dep. £5 58. (payable 
to U.D.C.). 

Walton and Weybridge U.D.C. "aires of 
site at Longmore Farm. E. and 8. 

FEBRUARY 15. 
ys saueed T.C.—Surface dressing of 


| pei etc., 


roads 


Brynmawr U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., at 
Clydach-st. C. Dep. £3 3s. 

Burton Latimer U.D.C.—Laying of approxi- 
mately 2,500 yds. of 15-in., 12-in. and 9-in. cast- 
iron and stoneware sewers, etc. Pick, Everard, 
Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester 
Den. £2 2s. 

Thirsk R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 1,600 yds. 
of 3-in. cast-iron’ water main at Ainderby 
Quernhow. 

Wycombe R. ‘D.c.—Laying of approx. 500 yds. 
of 9 in. deep sewer, etc., at Naphill Common. 
W. A. E. Tanner. E. 
FEBRUARY 17. 

Brierley Hil U. D.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads. E. and S. 

Cannock U.D.C.—Street and sewer works at 
Old Fallow site and gre of storm water 
sewer. E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
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Eastry R.D.C.—Extensions to Dover-rd. sewer, 
Walmer. B.E., Queen-st., Deal. Dep. £2 2s. 
Herne Bay U.D.C.—Koads and _ drainage 


works, etc., at West End estate. EE. and 8. 
Dep. £2 2s. ‘ 

Manchester T.C.—Sewering works at Ardwick 
redevelopment area. City 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


Mid-Sussex Joint Water Board.—Provision and 
daying of approx. 2,366 yds. of 6-in. spun-iron 
water main, etc. W. H. Ashmole, C. and En- 
gineer. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 18, 

Bridge-Blean R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
at Baker’s-la., Chanham. Building 8. Dep. £2. 

Guildford T.C.—Roads and sewers at Govern- 
ment-rd., Ash. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Horwich U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Makin- 
son estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


Barnstaple R.D.C.—(1) Construction of approx. 
3,000 yds. of sewers, etc.; (2) construction of 
storage tank with settling tanks, etc.; (3) con- 
struction of sea outfall sewer of 24 in. dia. cast- 
iron pipes. Lemon and Blizard, 24, Lockyer-st., 
Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s. 

Weymouth and Melcomb Regis T.C.—Carpet 
coat surfacing to various roads. .E. and §. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Bishop Auckland U.D.C.—Surface dressing. 
E. and §. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

*Halstead U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
at Mitchell-ave. estate. A. E. Wiseman (F.), 10, 
"Ee ee. Dep. £3 3s. 

ar B.C.—Resurfacing of asphalt roads. 
T.C. Dep. £1 1s. . 
FEBRUARY 23. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme &.D.C. — Construction 
of 6 in. to 15 in. dia. sewers and manholes, 
together with extensions to existing sewage dis- 
posal works. A. H. 8. Waters, “MLC. Ss 
Temple-row, Birmingham 2. Dep. £5 65s. 

R 


M H 1. 
Winchester 7.C.—Surface dressi f : 
city hed st ressing of roads. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Addington.—Scnoot.—Croydon B.C. are to 
ask the Ministries of Health and Education for 
Sanction to spend £112,500 on a new “ mixed ” 
secondary school for 450 children on the new 
Addington estate. 

Battersea.—Hovsinc.—B.C. are to appoint an 
——— in ug 4 ne e prepare plans 
d drawings for e development of t 
Shirley-gr.-Wickersley-rd. site. . 4 

Bermondsey.—FLats.—B.C. have been granted 
sanction by the L.C.C. to borrow £54,800 for the 
¢rection on the Arnold’s estate of a block of 38 
flats. Work to be carried out by direct labour. 

Bethnal Green.—F.ats.—B.C. are to erect first 
block of 50 flats on the Sceptre-rd. housing site 
at a cost of £71,746. Loan sanction has been 
granted. 

Camberwell.—Site Acquisitions.—B.C. are to 
— two sites of about 32 acres and 93 acres 
and 14 small sites for housing purposes at an 
estimated cost of £247,900. Loan sanction 
granted by the L.C.C. 

a Cross-rd.—LenpInG Liprary ADAPTA- 
TIONS.—Messrs. Riches and Blythin, F.R.I.B.A., 
have submitted to Westminster City Council an 
outline scheme for the adaptation of Nos. 4-6 
for use as a lending library, at a total esti- 
mated cost of £10,750. The council propose to 
obtain tenders and start work on the first stage 
of the scheme as soon as Ministry consent is 
obtained. 

_ Chelsea.—Hovsinc.—Invitations have been 
issued to selected firms to submit tenders for 
the redevelopment of the Fernshaw-rd. site. 

ty of London.—Mansion Hovuse.—It is esti- 
mated that between £40,000 and £50,000 will be 
needed to be spent on the repair of the Mansion 
— No licence for the work has yet been 

Croydon.—EpucationaL Centre.—Mr. Terence 
Driscoll, founder of the Croydon International 
Language Club, is sponsoring a project for a 
£1,000,000 international centre in the vicinity of 
Croydon East Station with accommodation for 
5,000 students. 

Edgware.—Hovsinc.—Hendon B.C. propose to 
acquire a 33-acre site at Spur-rd. for housing 
and educational purposes. 

Fulham.—Hovsina.—B.C. are shortly to invite 
tenders for the erection of Block 2 of Arthur 
Henderson House. 

Hampstead.—FLats.—92 flats are to be erected 
by the B.C. on the Upper Park and Parkhill- 
road site at a cost of £183,000. Loan sanction 
oat tv = L.C.C. 

don. — Baxery. — Messrs. Brills’ Scotch 
Bakeries, Ltd., 206, Station-rd., Edgware, pro- 
gore to erect a bakery in Stream-la., Edgware. 
ubject to certain conditions the proposal has 
Deen approved by the Buildings and Town 
Planning Committee 


THE BUILDER 


Hendon.—Factory.—Subject to certain condi- 
tions, the B.C. have been asked to approve an 
application made by Mr. W. Newcombe Wright, 
F.S.1., 164, Bishopsgate, E.C.2, for permission 
to erect a factory on the north-east side of 
Edgware-rd., The Hyde, between Sheaveshill-av. 
and Colindeep-la. ae 

Hendon.—F.ats.—The Buildings and Town 
Planning Committee have granted their consent 
to an gy year made by Messrs. R. Ford and 
Co., Ltd., to erect six flats on a corner site in 
Great North-way opposite the end of Sunny- 
gdns.-rd. 

Hendon. — LiIceNsED PreMIsEs. — Messrs. 
Truman, Hanbury and Buxton and Co., Ltd., are 
seeking a suitable site on the North Circular-rd. 
between Claremont-rd. and MHendon-way or 
thereabouts with a view to the erection of 
licensed premises. 

Hendon.—Nursery Scnoots.—B C, propose to 
provide two self-contained nursery schools on 
the Meads schoo] site and demolish the exist- 
ing buildings. 

Hendon.—Scnoot Resvitpine.—B.C. have been 
asked to approve a scheme for the rebuilding of 
Garden Suburb Infants’ school. 

Hendon.—Seconpary ScHoou.—In its suggested 
scheme for the reorganisation of Hendon 
Church of England schools, the Education Com- 
mittee submit a proposal for the building of a 
new Church of England secondary school on a 
suitable site. 

Holborn.—Fats.—B.C. are to erect 162 flats 
on the Dombey-st. site at a cost of £331,035. 
Loan sanction approved by L.C.C. 

Lambeth.—F.ats.—B.C. are to erect 107 flats 
on the Denmark-rd. site at a cost_of £143,804. 
Loan sanction granted by the L.C.C. 

Lewisham.—FLAts.—L.C.C. have been asked to 
approve a tentative scheme, submitted by 
Messrs. Ronald Ward and Partners, the 
appointed architects, for the development of the 
Lewisham-hill site by the erection of 48 flats at 
an estimated cost of £87.500. : 

Lewisham.—Hovusinc.—B.C. propose to acquire 
a site of 6.2 acres in Baring-rd. and another of 
34 acres approximately in Thorpewood-ave. for 
housing purposes. 

Mill Hill.—Ptace or Worsnip.—The Hendon 
B.C. have granted their consent to an applica- 
tion made by Messrs. Kingsford, Dorman and 
Co., Effingham House, Arundel-st., W.C.2, to 
erect a place of worship and other buildings on 
a site at the junction of Sanders-la. and 
Salcombe-gdns. The council have arranged for 


this piece of land to be transferred to the 
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London Congregational Union, Inc., 16, 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon-st.,. E.C.4._ 

Mill Hill.—ScHoot.—Borough Council propose 
to erect a new primary school on the Fairway 
site, Apex Corner. 

Nunhead.—F.ts.—L.C.C. have been asked to 
approve a tentative scheme, submitted by Mr. 

. C. Wilkerson, the appointed architect, for 
the erection of 102 flats on the Nunhead-la. site, 
at a total estimated cost of £165,200. ; 

Paddington.—HostreL.—B.C. propose to rein- 
state Nos. 30, 32 and 34, Warrington-cres. as a 
hostel for mothers and babies at an estimated 
cost of £10,915. 

Paddington. — Hovsinc. — B.C. propose to 
acquire Nos. 12, 13, 14, Jonson-mews as a site 
for the-erection of working-class permanent 
houses. ‘ 

Pimlico.—HosteL ror AGEp.—The Westminster 
City Council have acquired five houses in 
Gloucester-st. for use as a hostel for old persons. 
Adaptations to be carried out will allow 19 
people to live communally with self-contained 
flats on upper floors. 

lar.—FLats.—48 flats are to be erected by 
the B.C. on a portion of the Abbott-rd. site at 
a cost of £86,919. Loan sanction has been 
granted by the L.C.C. i 

Poplar.—Hovsine.—The Housing and Town 
Planning Committee have approved a scheme 
prepared by the B.E. and S. for the proposed 
development of the Teviot-st. area. Scheme 
comprises the provision of maisonettes, flats, 
houses, shops and primary and secondary 
schools for 1,700 persons. 

St. Marylebone.—Hovusinc.—The Marylebone 
Housing Association propose to erect 64 flats at 
a cost of £93,550 on the Cochran-st. site. 

St. Pancras.—F.ats.—B.C. pronose to _ erect 
126 flats on the St. Pancras-way site and L.C.C. 
have approved a loan of £198,513 for the pur- 


pose. 

St. Pancras.—Scnoo. Extenston.—L.C.C. are 
to extend Prospect-ter. school as a county 
secondary school for 1,500 pupils. 

Southwark.—FLats —L.C.C. have approved a 
tentative scheme for the erection of 144 type 
P.S. flats on the Tabard-gdns. estate extension. 
Total cost of work estimated to be £191,600. 

Stepney.—ReEINSTATEMENT OF FLATS.—Arrange- 
ments are being made for the reinstatement of 
war-damaged flats in Brightlingsea-bldgs. The 
dwellings are also to be remodelled. Total cost 
of work, which is to be carried out for the 
L.C.C. is £16,000. 

Stepney.—Site Acquisitions.—Approval has 
been granted by the L.C.C. to the borrowing 
by the B.C. of £22,720 and £10,497 for the 
acquisition, for housing perncers. of_properties 
on the Bancroft-rd. and Limehouse Fields sites 
respectively. 

Wandsworth.—FLats AND Matsonettes.—B.C. 
are to erect 92 flats and maisonettes on a section 
of the Notre Dame site at a cost of £137,052. 
L.C.C. have granted loan sanction. 

Waterloo-rd.—THEATRE Repains.—A licence has 
been granted for certain repairs at the Old Vic 
Theatre. The licence does not allow the build- 
ing to be put into sufficiently good repair for 
the performance of plays before, an audience. 

Westminster. REconsTRUCTION oF _ COUNCIL 
CuamBers.—Mr. Stanley Hamp, F.R.I.B.A., has 
submitted alternative schemes for_the_recon- 
struction of the Council Chamber. The General 
Purposes Committee have provisionally approved 
the plans in principle and propose to engage 
quantity surveyors to obtain estimates of cost. 

oolwich.—ReEBUILDING.—B.C. have success- 
fully applied to the L.C.C. for sanction to the 
borrowing of £13,584 to cover the cost of in- 
creased areas and improved amenities in the 
rebuilding of 56 houses on the Page estate. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abergele.—T.C. to consider provisional plans 
for cinema, block of shops and car park at 
Market-st. jf 

Allestey.—Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd., Cape Hill 
Brewery, Smethwick, propose hotel at Broad-la. 
secondary 


Bury.—E.C. propose count 
(modern) school at Elton.—T.C. sgeewres : 
Offices and workshop at Woodhill-rd.. for Bain- 


bridge Bros.; additions at California Mills, 
for Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.— 
E.C. propose central kitchen, dining-room and 
scullery at junction of Maxwell-st. and Willow- 


st. 

Chesterfield.—Building Committee propose 
alterations at Corporation Theatre for conver- 
sion into Civic Theatre, at £6,000.—E.C. propose 
additions for dining-room and kitchen at “ Gil- 
bert Heathcote” school. Plans by Wilcockson 
& Cutts, architects, 12, Saltergate.—Derbyshire 
E.C. approved extensions, etc., at Chesterfield 
central school, at £9,224. 

Dronfield—Duncan Gilmour & Co., Litd., 
Dixon-la., Sheffield 1, propose. erection 0 
“Victoria” hotel at junction of Wreakes-la. 
and Stubley-la. 

Dukinfield.—Light Metal Industries, Ltd., pro- 
pose extensions to works at Wharfe-st. 

Gateshead.—Reay Gearworks, Ltd., Oakwell- 
gate, propose factory extensions. 

—— .C. approved plans by Newrick 
& Blackbell, 24, John-st., Sunderland, for erec- 
tion of five factories at trading estate. 
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Holyhead.—Western = ig ers Litd., 
yarlow House, Lloyds-ave., London, E.C.3, pro- 
pose conversion of premises at Ravenspoint, 
frearddur_ Bay, into “ Ravenspoint’”’ hotel. 
likley.—Bentley’s Yorkshire Breweries, Ltd., 
Woodlesford, Rothwell, propose re-erection of 
“Wheatsheaf” hotel at Otley and Skipton-rd. 
ingleby Arncliffe.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion rg West Hartlepool, propose altera- 
tions at Ingleby ee for conversion into 
“Cleveland Tontine ” 
Liverpool.—T.C. propose school building at 
eroes Farm school, Newton-le-Willows. 
.—Preliminary drawings prepared for 
nbaliding Church of St. Mary, Highfield-st., at 
£54,000. Architect is A. C. Palisne 31, Dale-st., 
Liverpool. 
Margate.—Craven Clothes, us. to erect fac- 
tory at Ramsgate-rd., at £25,000 
Matlock.—U.D.C. appointed Bromley & Cart- 
wight (F.), 6, Clarendon-rd., Nottingham, as 
architects for development of site at Hurst 
Farm estate for 400 houses. nag 2 
> hee cares E.C. junior 
scho' 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—A department of bac- 
teriology is to set up at Royal Victoria 
Infirmary, and alterations to be made to former 
orphanage at Great North-rd., to provide 
maternity home. Plans by Curtis Green, Son 
§ Loyd, § 5, Pickering-pl., St. James’-st., Lon- 
ion, 
Nottingham.—Housing Committee propose 
erection of 500 “ No-Fines ” houses. 
Redoar.—T.C. propose to place ‘order with 
Cussins \ mage ng Ltd., Moor Court, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for 100 “ Cussins * houses. 
Shefheld.— Arthur Lee & Sons, Ltd., » prope 
duedas at Trubrite Steel Works, 


hall. 

South Shields—Brigham & Cowans, Lid., 
ship repairers, to erect works canteen. 

South Shields.—T.C. to erect 14 shops and 
flats at Marsden-rd. and 58 houses for aged 
people at Lennen. Plans by B.S. 

Stafford.—T.C. propose 54 flats at Rising 
Beck poy 

Stoke-on-Trent.—C.E. Authorities pro 
church and church hall at Clive Vale. Pla nes 
by Harold Goldstraw (A.) (Wood, Goldstraw & 
Yorath), Victoria-chbrs., Station-rd., Tunstall. 

Stock kport.—W. Farley & Sons, ‘Ltd, builders, 
1229, Longfield-rd. West, Reddish, pro shop- 
ping centre at Houldsworth estate, Reddish.— 
—E.C. propose kitchen and dining-room at North 
Reddish school. 

West Hartlepool.—E.C. approved £2,500,000 
educational development plan. 

West -Lancashire.—R.DJC. propose housing 
estate at Sollom Vilage. Tarleton, and 58 
houses, Sankey-rd. and Norfolk-rd., Maghull. 
Whitchurch (Salop). —U.D.C. submitted scheme 
for houses at Sedgford to M.H. 

Wigan.—E.C. propose girls’ grammar school. 

Wores.—C.C. received approval of M.H. for 
erection of 28 police houses at various sites, at 


239,036, 
TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
: Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 


Barnack.—24 houses at Wittering, for R.D.C.: 
‘Brick & Sons, Stamford, £33,200. 

Barnstaple. —10 houses’ at Woolacombe, for 
R.D.C.: *E. + aaa i Annery House, Woola- 
combe, £11,94 

Batley. sas | of Queen-st. Mills, 
Bradford-rd., for Jack Stross, Ltd. C. M. Abel, 
architect, 24, John William: st., Huddersfield : 
‘J. Wimpenny & Co., Ltd., Spurn Point, Linth- 
waite, Huddersfield. 

Bideford.—20 houses at Barton estate, for 
T.C.: *H. Pope, _East-the-Water, Bideford, 
£24,400 (subject to M.H. approval). 

or reerey Hill.—58 houses at Tack Farm, for 

U.D.C.: *Eadie & Co., Wolverhampton, £70,853. 

Brighton. —100 houses at Parkside estate. for 
pg H. Coates, Ltd., Davis-rd., Surbiton, 

Bromsgrove.—72 houses at higby-rd. site, for 
U.D.C. F. W. man, §.: *Shipway & Part- 
ters, Northfield, Birmingham, £86,405. 

Bury.—Eight ‘houses at Redvales estate, for 
T.C. “J. Chadwick, M.Inst.C.E.: *Fishwick & 


propose 


Smith, Bury. 
Cork, Eire—14 houses at Catherine- rd., for 
Corporation: *Modern House Building Co., 


Depwade.—10 houses at ie eg and 
tight at Burston, for R.D.C. A. Scott & 
Sons, age 23, Tombland, eA =. 


Gill & Son, 28, Rupert- st., Norwich. 
Derbyshire. —22 houses ofgt County Mental 
Hospital staff, for C.C.: . J. Warner, Ltd., 


Mickleover, £35,681. 

Glendale.—Frection of 12 houses at Wooler, 
for R.D.C.: *R. & G. Brown, Amble. 
Gosforth.—12 flats for U.D.C.: *James White 
{Shopiitters), Ltd., Team Valley Estate, Gates- 


Hale.—14 houses with outbuildings, Greinone, 
fencing, etc., at Hale Moynt estate. for U.D.C. 
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C. P. Higginbotham, S8.: *James i. Ltd., 

12, Hornby-st., Manchester 8, £17,95 
Halesowen. —20 houses, Group Ge and 14 

ay Crore, *‘D” at Hasbury Farm estate, 


for T.C. T. & Bertram Butler (FF.), archi- 
tects, 31, yh, st., Dudley. 10 houses each : 
*G. 'F. Shaw, Cradley Heath, nr. Dudley, 

(520; *A. Farmer, 159, "New John-st., 


£11 3 

Blackheath, Birmingham, £12,274. 14 houses: 

*C. Burkes, Belle Vale, Halesowen, £15,890. 
Hayes (Kent).— Alterations and additions at 

Hayes Court. Danvers (F.), (Alder, Tur- 


rill & the 4a, Bloomsbury-sq., W.C.1 
Quantities by Wm. C. Moore, Al. 
Struct.E.: *Galbraith Bros., Ltd., £2 20,695. 


Hexham.—24 houses at North Wylam. Archi- 
tects: W. Dixon & Son, Collingwood-st., New- 
castle: *K. C. Williamson & Son, Rowlands 
Gill, Durham. 

Horncastle.—26 houses with roads and sewers, 
for U.D.C.: *Palmer Construction Co., Ltd., 
Baltic-chbrs., Station-rd., Doncaster, £36,126. 

Huddersfield.—Alterations and reinstatement 
ot + g ear. Meltham, for D. J. Green, Bay 

Mall. M. Abel, architect, 24, John 
Wiltam- a On May (Huddersfield), Ltd., 
Huddersfield. 


Hull.—Rebuilding premises at Marfleet, for 
‘ Fenner & Co., Ltd., belting manufac- 
turers. Architects: Elliott Cox & Partners, 172, 
Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1: ‘*Quibell & 
Sons, Ltd., Beverley-rd., Hull (£140,000 estimated 
cost). Licence granted by M.O.W. 

L.C.C.—Erection of 5 four-storey and 10 three- 
eau blocks of dwellings in monolithic con- 
crete construction at Flower House ssite, 

Lewisham 
() Mock brickwork integral with concrete 

walling 

Holland “& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
Westminster ... £453,292 

Kent & Sussex Contractors, “Ltd. “Erith 447,578 
(B) Alternative finishing integral with con- 

crete walling :— 

C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 
(crushed Portland stone finish) .. £457,208 

Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Erith 
(crushed Portland stone finish)... 429,586 
(C) Alternative finishing applied as facing to 

concrete walling :— 

Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., West- 
minster (reinforced concrete frame, 
Portland or artificial stone faced 
concrete slabbing for external clad- 
ding, hollow tile blocks, crushed 
brick concrete or breeze concrete for 
internal cladding)... 

*Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., ’ Brith 
(Tyrolean pressure sprayed finish) ..._ 415,777 
(C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., submitted —_ 

alternatives, the cost ranging from £450,666 to 

£482,017.) i 
Comparable estimate of director of housing 

and valuer is £417,000. 

Three ~~ storey ee of dwelling (blocks 
1, 2 and 3), tambulator sheds and a 
children’s fitted playground as extension of 
Chicksand estate, Btey ney :— 


445,545 


Prestige & Co., Ltd., S.W.1... .. £74,623 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate 73,707 
George Parker & Sons, Lid., Camber- 


well te ae aig eae «-- 73,496 


cEDERATED 


EMPLOY ERS: 


The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 



















MOTOR 
Etc. Etc. 
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8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
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153 





William Shurmur & Sons, Ltd., Hackney £72,494 
¢ P, Roberts & Co., Ltd. Ho noe. oe 72,529 


R. Hipperson & Son, td., E. 72,090 
Tiles Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., "phieid ° 71,786 
Griggs & Son, Ltd., Westminster... ... 69,899 
The Ashford Builders Co., Lid, 

Holborn .. 69,746 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Lid., Finsbury 69,720 
> . Symes, Ltd., E.C.2 9,035 

T. Rowley ase: Ltd. ’ Tottenham 67,684 
3 Troy & Co., L _ ,Wevtminster Fs 991 
*Pitchers, Ltd., Ien 561 


65, 

Comparable ‘Scilmato — director of ‘housing 
and valuer, £64,973. 

Erection of 4 four-storey blocks of dwellings 
at Shadwell-gdns. estate, Stepney (contract A), 
on basis of bills of quantities, and for the 
erection of 2 three-storey blocks (contract B) 
at rates and prices contained in bills of quan- 
, for contract A:— 


i. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate ... £142,000 
Walker (Tootin; ), Ltd., Croydon . 119,986 
. J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam ... 116,442 
g E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 113,400 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Lid., Fay 112,900 
Galbraith .- . i, Hol ah 369 
Thomas & E Woolwich 109,020 
oo Bros., sich Tat ttenham 266 
Hip pperson & Son, Ltd., E.0.2:.. 105,158 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Weetsninstes --» 104,666 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, rs — 
minster. - 102,497 


*A. E. Symes, Ltd., E.C.2 1 
Comparable estimate of director of housing 
and valuer, £98,797. 
Erection of blocks of dwellings, incorporating 
public-house at Teale-st (North) site. Shore- 


. ch:— 

J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam... £48,853 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn . 47,950 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 

Westminster ... .-- 47,658 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster |. 47,521 
A. Symes, Ltd., E.C.2 47,135 
William Harbrow, Ltd., Bermondsey .. 45,999 
C. Roberts & 'Co., Ltd., Holborn 44, 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood 43,780 
Tersons, Builders, Finsbury pon 


*Henry Kent (Builders), Lid, Lewisham 40,783 
Comparable estimate of the appointed archi- 
ber Bright, is £45,452. 
fespathekaase bakery at Netherton, for 
whens Scott & Sons (Bakers), Ltd., 154, 
Knowsley-rd., Bootle. Sir Alexander Gibb & 


Partners, architects, St. Anne’s Lodge, West- 
minster, S.W.1: ‘Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, 
— le-st., Birkenhead. 


iverpool. —Extensions to confectionery factory 
ak ‘Anfield, for Barker & Dobson, Ltd. Elliott, 
Cox & Partners (F.), architects, Coastal-chbrs., 
172, Buckingham Palace-rd., London, §8.W.1: 
*Richard Costain & Sons (Liverpool), Ltd., Bar- 
lows-la., Fazakerley, Liverpool 9. 
€London (Air Minis ).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended January 25:— 
General maintenance work : James Millar & Sons, 
ne, Repairs to hangars: N, §. Bellman & 
Ltd., London, E.C.2. Heating and hot water 
poet sa a Comyn Ching & Co. (London), Ltd., 
London, W.C.2. Lagging work : Cork Insulation 
and Asbestos Co., Ltd odes. E.C.1. Building 
work: John Laing & Son, Ltd.. Lo &; 
§London OW) Contracts 
M.O.W. during week ending a; > 
London : Tottenham, South Grove Sec. Modern 
Girls’ school, Temporary buildings, Moone & 
Wood, Ltd., 262, Langham-rd., N.15. Chiswick 
Telephone "Exchange, Haymills (Contractors), 
Ltd., Hangar Green, Western-av., W.5. Berks: 
Chalfont St. Peters and Chalfont St. Giles, Tem- 





porary buildings, Jesse Meade, Ltd., 1%, — 
hampstead-rd., Chesham. Devon: ~~ 

High-st. school, Stonehouse, Kitchen, dley 
Coles, _ Brooklands Lodge, Bainbridge-av. u 
Plymouth. Gloucester : West Dean, R.D.C., Tem- 
porary houses, John Perkins & Sons, IAd., St. 
Mark’s-rd., Easton, Bristol. Kent. Ashford, 


—— of a? Defence works, Cementa- 
tion Co., Ltd., 8, Cecil-sq.. Margate. Margate, 
St. John’s Boys’ school, Temporary, buildings, 
Doeretive Builders and Decorat 
Birchington. Fe ay — Blantyre 
Pablic school, Dining-room and scullery, Robt. 
Aitkenhead & Sons, Sykes Brae, High Blantyre. 
—a Site work and Arcon houses, McLean 
& Co., Gilasgow-rd., Wishaw. Caldercruix, 
Site at, ‘and Tarran houses, McLean & Co., 73. 
Glasgow-rd., Wishaw. Burnside Public school, 
Temporary classrooms, R. Sproul & Son, Litd., 
Wellshot Farm, 47, Buchanan-dr., 
Airdrie, Central school, Temporary classrooms, 
Pope & Co., The Cross, 63, Main-st., Cleland. 
Southport, Birkdale Notre, Secondary 


Lanes : 

Faas ea iaedenge Ree. Meee 
me , Kirkdale-r 

Area, Mountwood, Telephone Exchange, "Gam. 


letion. Cartwright Bros. i i ea) 
ittle Sutton, Wirral, Ches. L andatiens 
Roads, sewers, site works and fe fou ions, ‘Al: 
minium Donnas, Phillips & Son, Léd., 


Estate Yard, Brigg. 

Middlesex : Raling, Greenford, Stanhope Second- 
ary Modern Boys’ Temporary bnilding, 
Comben & Wakeling, Ltd.. 603-605. Kenton-rd., 
Kenton, Southall. Dormer Wells-la.. asker schoo!, 
Temporary building, E. J. G. Morgan, Lid.. 
Oxford-rd., Uxbridge. Midlothian: Saughtou 





‘ 
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eins, Site work and foundations, Siunioiom 
Colin Macandrew & Partners, Ltd., 1 

Weat a heégl., ae h ll. Edinburgh, Sight: 

hill, Temporary utting for offices, ete., 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


8,250 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 





Organisation in the Industry. 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And ever 50 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 





‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


IAd., 63-65, Bath-st., 


Mickel, 
office building, 


.2; Temporary 
Mac ‘aggart & Mickel 63-65, Bat 
lasgow, C2. Monmouthshire : Newport, Malpas 
C.E. school, Dining-room and kitchen, T. F. 
Howells, Ltd., 83, Bartlett-st., Caerphilly. 
Suffolk : South of Lowestoft, Removal of de- 
fence works, Demolition & Construction Co.» Ltd., 
3, St. James’s-sq., 8.W.1. Surrey: Woking. 
Surrey House, Alterations to provide new Relief 
0., W. H. Gaze & Sons, Bridge-st., Walton-on- 
Thames. Sussex: Hailsham, estham & Heath- 
field, Roads and sewers, J. Ww. Ellingham, Litd., 
4, Granada House, Gabriel's Hill, Maidstone. 
Yorks: Hull, British Factory for Disabled Per- 
a Erection, Bernard Pumfrey, Ltd., Carlisle- 
Gainsborough, Lincs. Scarborough, Hinder- 
well — Dining-room and kitchen, A. 6; Sin- 
& Sons, Ltd., 80, Commercial-st., Scar- 


London (M.W.B.).—Construction of covered 
way at No. 2 filter bed, New River Head: 
*S. W. Haines & Bros., £4,095. 

Lutterworth.—Six houses at Ullesthorpe, for 
og : *A. Wes-White & Sons, Bruntingthorpe, 

Mablethorpe and Sutton-on-Sea.—First part 
of nee and replannin = the Fore- 
shore, for U.D.C.-° Architect: Jellicoe, 
P.LLA., F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.L, 12, eo 
London, W.C.1: tBradshaw Bros. (Contractors), 
Ltd., 32a, Roman Bank, Skegness. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—28 houses at Clayton 
estate, for T.C. C. B. Parkes (L.), architect, 
Bournville Estate Office, King’s Norton, Bir- 
mingham 30: *T. Hu ghes, 22, Bagnall-st. (6); 
*Madew & Wardie, Ltd, Central Works, Market- 

1. (10); *J. Jones (Newcastle, Staffs), Ltd., 
iverpool-rd. (12); (all of Newcastle, Staffs). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Fireproof storeroom at 
poe geese for 8. Goldberg, Ltd.: *A. Reynolds 
& Co., Ltd., 8, Cottenham-st., Newcastle 4. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Machine shop and black- 
— shop for Selborne Domestic Engineer- 

ng Co., Ltd.: *Thomas Clements & Son, Dene 
Janey’ Works, Jesmond, Newcastle-on- -Tyne. 

Oakham.—10 houses at. sm Overton-rd., for 
U.D.C. H. Tabberer, §.: S. Clark, Lang- 
ham, nr. Oakham, £11,500. 7 Subject to M.H. 
approval.) ‘ 

Oldham.—Conversion of ‘‘ Westlands,” Grange- 
rd., into. hostel for aged people, for B.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £3,000. 

Sheringham.—Six houses at oatike, dr., for 
U.D.C. R. W. Fetherstone, F.F.A.S., S t. Peter’s- 
rd., Sheringham : *A. G. Brown, Ltd., West 
kunton, £7,212. 

Shrewsbury.—100 houses at Crowmoor and 50 
at Bicton, for T.C.: *Wilson Lovatt & Son, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Houses for T.C.: *L. 


MacTaggart & 
Glasgow : 











SANITARY 
FITTINGS AND 


FIREPLACES 
FOR 


PERMANENT 
HOUSING SCHEMES 
GEORGE WRIGHT (Lennox) LID. 


19, NEWMAN STREET, LONDON, W.1 
Phone: MUSEUM 6172-3 
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Brown & Co., Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees (88) 5 7 
& R. Marsh (Builders), Lid., Stockton (42 
Sa aecateate & Barker, Ltd., Stockton-o -on-Te 


Sundertand. —12 houses for T.C.: *Charles | 
Seymour, Ltd., Sunderland. 
Surbiton.—Extensions to out- -patients’ dept. ; 
regs 7 A Hospital, for rl Board: *Limpus 
Son, L Surbiton, 
Titdostiy, —40 houses at Retteseh. for U.D.C 


*R. & W. ec ateee ey 
** houses at Dalla 


Warrington. 
ee rg oo "To. a. ¥. Hughes 
Monk €o., Padgate, Warringto 
= "00" 


arwickshire.—Ada daptations to worksh 
block at eae, auege of Technology ar 
a 


Arts, for ms (Builders), Ltd 
Rugby. 

West Hartlepool.—Extensions for Expand 
Metal Ltd. Architects: Kitching & Co., 2 


Co., 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: *Direct Labour. 
West Lancs.—58 houses, together with sees 
and sewers at Liverpool-rd. North, Mag 
R.D. *W. W. Kenny (Maghull), Lid., Ma; 


hull, Liverpool, £68,582. 


rue ESSEX STEEL) 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 











HIRE 
CRADLES 


SALES 
- acacia 

















WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle's -«*:0~ Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 














Consult 






W.&! M.NEGU 


_ KING ma re ears 5.£1.( WAT.5474. ) 


about i t/ 





-LTD., 





GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE : 
34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7901-3 
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“Big Ben” 
Painters’ Self - Locking Trestle. 


MADE IN TWO SIZES. 


6! 0" WEIGHT 42 Ibs. 
8' OF - 52 » 
* 
STEEL TUBE, WELDED CONSTRUCTION, GIVING LIGHTNESS 
COMBINED WITH GREAT DURABILITY. 
* 
CANNOT BE CLOSED ACCIDENTALLY. 











PRICES 
ON 
, APPLICATION. 


SCAFFOLDING COMPANY LIMITED 
ICE: 82, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 5$.W.1 
TELEPHONE: VICTORIA 7453 (4 lines) 


STEEL 
EAD O 


FF 


DEPOTS AND AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH ISLES 
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MILLS SCAFFOLD CO. LTD., TRUSSLEY WORKS, HAMMERSMITH GROVE, LONDON, W.6, ENGLAND 
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THE BUILDER 


a Journal for the 


ARCHITECT « CONSTRUCTOR 


No. 5427. 105th Year. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1947 THE ier SHILLING 


[CORATIVE” of 
Pipaiiet 
| ONTRACTORS 


“LONDON'S LEADING DECORATORS 


NOW READY TO DECORATE LONDON 


TO THEIR UTMOST ABILITY 
"Phone: HOU.3212/3/4. ‘Grams: Decopaint, Hounslow it 


THE 
BIG BEN || #0°* #srwute 
ASPHALTE, TARMAC, & FELT ROOFING 
SCAFFOLD FITTINGS 183 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, LONDON. W.6 
MADE ONLY BY Telephone: RIVERSIDE 5226 


STEEL SCASTOLDING CO. LTD 


82 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.!. Phone: Victoria 7453 (4 lines) 


TARPAVING EVERYWHERE / ‘jmoxemciom 
BLAW- KNOX LTD eo 


2EX CONCRETE MIXERS + EXCAVATORS -+ BLAWFORM STEEL SHUTTERICE SE @T. IiTECT 
EARTH MOVING EQUIPMEN NT + WELLPOINT DEWATERING PLANT + CLETRAC CRAWLER TRACTORS 
__40 CLIFTON HOUSE + EUSTON ROAD + LONDON N.W.1_ - EUSTON 5361 


LIE 


STEELWORK 
SHARMAN 


SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX. 


Phones: Feltham 3007. Sunbury 2367. 
Telegraphic Address: “Sharman, Feltham.” |] 
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BRICKS OF PROVED VALUE 











Warnford Court, 
Throgmorton Street, London, E.C.2 















































PITCHBASE (ENERAL ASPHALTE°” 


COLOURED OR ATURAL SHADES HEAD OFFICE: 41 GREAT PETER STREET S.W.L 
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WOOD FLOORING 
NATIONAL FLOORING C°:L 


183, HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W.6 
Phone: Riverside 5225. 




















BENNIEFLEX 








SALTER, EDWARDS : ; NNIEFL 
ASPHALTERS | ecg Tarr 109,000,000 % 


LONDON, W.9. Ra SUPPLIED TO GOVERNMENT DEPTS 
BENNIE LIFTS LTD. 2 TINWORTH STREET SEI, 
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ASPHALTEEN FLOORS 
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TRUFIT 


FLUSH DOORS 


FOR HOME AND EXPORT 











Our pre-war reputation for quality 
of material and workmanship is 
fully maintained in our post-war 








manufacture. 


DURHAM TIMBER 
CoO. LTD. 


CROOK CO. DURHAM 


TELEPHONE : CROOK 149-150 














] 
AND AT. LONDON... ~NEWCASTLE- ON-TYNE AND LIVERPOOL GUARANTEED but 
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to ayiet J 
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2 How 
afte: 
time 
divic 


Send us your enquiries for: num 


ASPHALTE + LAMINATED FELT ROOFINGS + PITCHMASTIC + TAR PAVING § @: 


ON APPROVED LIST ities 
OF ALL GOVERNMENT DEPTS. 0 


EXCEL SERVICE ENDURES]: 
EXCEL ASPHALTE CO. LTD., Broadway Chambers, Hammersmith, W.6. we 


Telegrams: "CESLYM,” LONDON. Telephone: RiVerside 6052 (4 lines). 22,4 




















